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Amber 

All planning applications will require consultation with Natural England. 
The northern boundary of the site is adjacent to the Wilbraham Fens 
5551, cited as an area of fen and neutral grassland with associated scrub 
and open water communities. The eastern boundary of the site is less 
than 200m from Great Wilbraham Common 5551, cited for its rare 
grassland communities. The southeast corner of the site is less than 
150m form Fulbourn Fen 5551, cited for its rare grassland communities 
and rare fen woodland. All new housing developments will require 
assessment of increased visitor pressure on nearby SSSls. The northern 
boundary is also adjacent to the Little Wilbraham River County Wildlife 
site, cited for its aquatic and marginal habitats and plant species. The 
site is bounded on the east, west, and north by waterbodies, which will 
require further assessment and probable mitigation. There are areas of 
woodland which have been highlighted by Natural England and are 
registered on the National Forest Inventory in 2014, and a large pond 
within the boundary which will likely hold ecological interest. These 
habitats may be identified as priority habitats and will require further 
assessment and likely mitigation. There are no other apparent priority 
habitats within the site; however, there are buildings, grasslands, scrub 
areas, wooded areas, hedges, and wooded boundaries on site that are 
likely to have ecological value. Due to the size and use of the proposed 
site, it is unlikely there will be support from 3rd party consultees such 
as Natural England/Wildlife Trust/Cambridge Past Present and Future 

due to the proximity to statutory and non-statutory protected areas. 
Mitigation is possible but will be complex and housing densities will 
likely need to be adjusted to provide enough space for mitigation and 
provision of biodiversity net gain; therefore, until details of how the 
ecological and biodiversity issues are to be dealt with are available and 
agreed in principle this site should be assessed as Red, if details of 
ecological mitigation are acceptable then it should be assessed as 
Amber. 

Development of the site may have a detrimental impact on a designated 
site, or those with a regional or local protection but the impact could be 
reasonably mitigated or compensated 

Green 

Site is not on protected open space designation. Any impact of the 
proposed development could be reasonably mitigated or compensated. 












