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4.3 The Western Claylands Villages (Figure 18) 

Dry Drayton 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 145 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 19th century 

Other Periods 17-18th and 20- 21st century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 1 - 2 storeys  

Typical building style Range of style and materials including large, detached villas set back from the road. 

Typical materials Gault and red brick with some areas, occasional thatched houses 

Key historic features Church of St Peter and St Paul 

Views and landmarks Views out from the core, across Church Farm to the open countryside 

Key characteristics • The area represents the Historic Village Core of Dry Drayton, and contains the church, and scattered listed 
buildings. 

• A small village core, extending north from the Church, along the High Street and Old Rectory Drive. 

• Heavy treescape throughout the core are an important feature. 

• Higher density housing close to road at the north end of the High Street, 

• Majority large houses. 

Sources/references National Heritage List for England 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 146 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 17-19th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

https://historicengland.org.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/


Greater Cambridge Skyline and Tall Buildings Strategy and 
Heritage Impact Assessment – Strand 1 Townscape 
Characterisation Study 

104 

111405-GCStrand1TCS-FD-2023-02-08  

 

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Mix of property styles, predominantly detached and semi-detached houses 

Typical materials Predominantly buff brick with red brick details 

Key historic features A series of Listed Buildings including 17-19th residential buildings 

Views and landmarks Views outward across open countryside to the east, west, and south 

Key characteristics • The area represents the 20th century expansion of Dry Drayton to the north of the core. 

• Mixed residential development, predominantly 1970s style housing. 

• Development is frequently a single plot deep off the main roads. 

Sources/references National Heritage List for England 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

  

https://historicengland.org.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/
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Bar Hill  

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 20th century new settlement 

Area Number 147 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Mix of property styles, predominantly detached and semi-detached houses 

Typical materials Brick types include buff, red, and brown. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views into the central green 
On the peripheries of development, view across open countryside. 

Key characteristics • The area represents the 20th century expansion of Bar Hill, planned from the 1950s with development 
commencing in 1965 following approval in 1964. 

• Mixed residential development with strong uniformity on individual streets. 

• Mix of detached and semi detached houses. 

• Dense development located around a central greenspace. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development  

Area Number 148 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century  

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Commercial 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2-3 storeys  

Typical building style Mix of styles, but tend to be large, office and factory blocks 

Typical materials Range of materials, from orange and red brick to corrugated metal sheeting. 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Mixed styles of business development with large areas of car parking. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

  

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Papworth Everard 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 149 

Conservation Area  Papworth Everard 

Predominant Period 19th century 

Other Periods Medieval, 20th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height Broadly 2 storeys, although church, and Hall buildings are up to 4 storeys 

Typical building style Large, detached housing, some areas of smaller semi-detached housing 

Typical materials Buff brick with slate roof, modern red brick and grey tile roof 

Key historic features The 19th century Papworth Hall. 
St Peter’s church with 13th century origins 

Views and landmarks Views across open countryside to the west truncated in part by A1198. 
Internal views to the church and churchyard. 
Internal views across managed park associated with the Hall. 

Key characteristics • Very small historic core, originally a medieval settlement surrounding the church 

• Additional area includes the Hall and surrounding grounds. 

• Minimal residential areas, one farm present in the west. 

• Day nursery and hospital building in the east. 

• Very isolated area with rural feeling and historic character. 

Sources/references Papworth Everard Conservation Area Appraisal 
Papworth Everard Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 150 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods  

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height Up to 2 storeys 

Typical building style Detached and semi-detached housing 

Typical materials Wide range of materials including red and buff brick, and clapboard 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views to the on peripheries across wide open countryside. 
Minimal views over historic core and Hall grounds. 

Key characteristics • Small low density development. 

• Areas of mature trees. 

• Very large houses set back from the main road. 

• Mix of prefabricated houses and two storey semi-detached housing. 

• Layout evokes a ‘garden suburb’ feel. 

• Some areas of late 20th century homes and flats, mainly medium to high density. 

Sources/references Papworth Everard Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 151 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Hospital 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2-4 storeys 

Typical building style Hospital buildings built in semi-circular groups 

Typical materials Red brick, pebble-dashed render, and red tile roofing 

Key historic features Papworth Hall, an early 19th century Grade II* Listed Building is within the grounds of the Hospital. 

Views and landmarks Minimal views to historic core and surrounding countryside 

Key characteristics • 20th century hospital development built across Ermine Street 

Sources/references Papworth Everard Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

https://maps.nls.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/
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Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 152 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Industrial Estate 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Warehouses 

Typical materials Metal sheeting 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views across open countryside to east and south 

Key characteristics • Small, cohesive industrial estate dominated by warehouses 

• Townscape is shielded from industrial estate by treescape border. 

Sources/references Papworth Everard Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 21st century growth 

Area Number 153 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods 20th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 1-3 storeys 

Typical building style Detached and semi detached housing 

Typical materials Wide range of materials including red and buff brick, and clapboard 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views to the on peripheries across wide open countryside. 
Minimal views over historic core and Hall grounds. 

Key characteristics • Late 20th century/21st century expansion. 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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• Large expansion to the north and south of previously small settlement. 

• Wide streets and green corridors. 

• Several areas of large expansion with some feeling of separation from the rest of the village.  

• Varied medium to high density housing 

Sources/references Papworth Everard Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Lower, Great & Upper Cambourne 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 20th century new settlement 

Area Number 154 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height Up to 2 storeys 

Typical building style Semi-detached 

Typical materials Gault brick and red brick walls. 
Pantiles, and clay tile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Small central core of the Cambourne new settlement 

• Very high-density development on dedicated road network. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development  

Area Number 155 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century  

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Commercial 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 3-4 storeys  

Typical building style Mix of styles, but tend to be large, offices 

Typical materials Range of materials, from orange and red brick to large glass windows. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Minimal views to the east of open countryside 
Views are mostly dominated by the A428. 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Key characteristics • Low density industrial estate with few businesses. 

• Some areas are undeveloped. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 21st century growth 

Area Number 162 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height Up to 2 storeys 

Typical building style Mainly detached housing 

Typical materials Red and buff brick, pantile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views to the east of open countryside 

Key characteristics • Medium density housing. 

• Large townhouses. 

• Dedicated road network spanning from Highfields Road. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Comberton 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 163 

Conservation Area  Comberton 

Predominant Period 18-20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 2 storeys, Church reaches c.4 storeys 

Typical building style Predominantly detached housing 

Typical materials Frequent render and thatched or tile roofing  

Key historic features St Mary’s Church with 13th century origins and a scatter of Listed Buildings flanking  

Views and landmarks Views from houses on Church Lane towards St Mary’s church and churchyard. 
On the periphery of the area in the south, views east and west across open countryside. 
In the north of the area, views across moderately wooden land to the west. 

Key characteristics • Historic core based around crossroads of Barton Road/West Road and Green End/South Street. 

• Large central green areas including allotments. 

• Historically a settlement fringed by farmsteads. 

• Main artery roads are treelined 

• High density housing flanking the main roads. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 164 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height Predominantly 2 storeys 

Typical building style Mix of detached and semi-detached housing 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Typical materials Wide range of materials including red and brown brick, timber cladding and red tile 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views across open countryside and Historic Village Core 

Key characteristics • Densely packed village expansion on the west and east edges of the Historic Village Core 

• A shift from the existing village style- expanding away from the artery roads 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Other education development 

Area Number 165 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Education 

Other Types Leisure 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 3 storeys 

Typical building style Miscellaneous college buildings. 
Designed leisure facility buildings with tennis courts, swimming pool, and sports grounds 

Typical materials Buff brick, large glass windows 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Minimal views to open countryside to the south, development is flanked by treescape 

Key characteristics • Small, compact village college on periphery of town. 

• Small, well contained leisure facilities on periphery of the town 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 21st century growth 

Area Number 166 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types Education 

https://maps.nls.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/
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Form/pattern Planned, recreation 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Mix of detached and semi-detached housing. 
Recreational areas including a skate park, children’s park, and bowls club. 
Small primary school facilities 

Typical materials Red and buff brick with brown and red tile roofing 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views east and west across open countryside, 

Key characteristics • Late 20th – early 21st century expansion 

• Densely packed modern village expansion of the post-war expansion 

• School facilities and recreational areas 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

  

https://maps.nls.uk/
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4.5 The Western Greensand Village (Figure 19) 

Gamlingay 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 167 

Conservation Area  Gamlingay 

Predominant Period 19th century 

Other Periods 17th -18th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Terraced and semi-detached cottages, larger Georgian villas, and some larger detached farm complexes 

Typical materials Red and yellow brick, and rendered timber frame buildings. Pantile, slate, and thatched roofs. 

Key historic features The church of St Mary the Virgin 
Historic gardens for larger houses. 
Large number of Listed Buildings. 

Views and landmarks Views to the east over open countryside. 
Views of the church and churchyard. 

Key characteristics • An Historic Village Core centred around a crossroads. 

• Majority 18th-19th century listed  buildings, with some evidence of earlier infrastructure including a 15th century 
tithe barn. 

• Large Grade I Listed Building, the church of St Mary the Virgin with 13th century origins. 

• High density housing close to the roads. 

• Moderate treescape behind first row of housing. 

Sources/references Gamlingay Conservation Area Appraisal 
Gamlingay Village Design Guide (2020) 
Gamlingay Neighbourhood Plan (2022) 
National Heritage List for England 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

  

https://historicengland.org.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/
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Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 168 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Detached and semi-detached housing 

Typical materials Yellow brick, pantile roof 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views from peripheries of settlement to open countryside on all sides. 
Views into the historic core from the central areas 

Key characteristics • A considerable expansion of a small historic village. 

• Some areas of low density post-war housing with large gardens. 

• Village edges include areas of high density housing with no parking. 

• Some areas with ‘green fingers’. 

Sources/references Gamlingay Village Design Guide (2020) 
Gamlingay Neighbourhood Plan (2022) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 169 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Industrial 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2-3 storeys 

Typical building style Office and warehouse style buildings 

Typical materials Corrugated sheet metal, red brick, render. 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Small industrial estate surrounded by post-war development 

Sources/references Gamlingay Village Design Guide (2020) 
Gamlingay Neighbourhood Plan (2022) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 170 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Industrial 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2-3 storeys 

Typical building style Office and warehouse style buildings 

Typical materials Corrugated sheet metal, gault brick. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Small industrial estate and goods yard surrounded on periphery of settlement. 

Sources/references Gamlingay Village Design Guide (2020) 
Gamlingay Neighbourhood Plan (2022) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 21st century growth 

Area Number 171 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

https://maps.nls.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/
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Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Detached, semi-detached, and terraced housing 

Typical materials Yellow and red brick with pantile roofing 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views to open countryside to the south and north 

Key characteristics • A small 21st century expansion to the southeast of the Historic Village Core. 

• Small densely packed housing with dedicated road network. 

• Large peripheral developments with curved cul-de-sacs. 

• High quality infill housing present across the town. 

Sources/references Gamlingay Village Design Guide (2020) 
Gamlingay Neighbourhood Plan (2022) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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4.6 The Chalklands Villages (Figure 20) 

Fulbourn 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 172 

Conservation Area  Fulbourn 

Predominant Period 19th century 

Other Periods 20th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types Retail 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Variety of building styles 

Typical materials Render, timber-frame, buff/gault or grey brick. Some thatching and pantile/plaintile roofing. 

Key historic features Large number of Listed Buildings.  
Strong retention of small heritage assets e.g., signage, standpipes, gates, and railings. 

Views and landmarks Views to the east across open countryside. 

Key characteristics • Compact village centred around the church, Manor and high street. 

• Rural quality due to limited engineered highway features. 

• Core branching up multiple roads. 

• Sub-linear street pattern. 

• Medium density housing with buildings right against the road. 

• Substantial areas of trees. 

• Traditional brick and flint walls. 

Sources/references Fulbourn and Fulbourn Hospital Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan (2021) 
Fulbourn Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 173 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Predominant Type Residential  

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned  

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Mix of detached and semi-detached. 

Typical materials Red and buff brick and pantile roofs 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Rural views to south and north. 

Key characteristics • Large extension to small, linear village core. 

• Densely packed housing with dedicated road networks. 

Sources/references Fulbourn Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 174 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods  

Predominant Type Residential  

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned/Organic 

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Mix of detached, semi-detached, and terracing. 

Typical materials Varied- red and buff brick, and rendered walls. 
Slate, pantile, clay tile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Rural views to south and north. 

Key characteristics • Small organic extension on Historic Village Core along Station Road in the north. 

• Small planned extension in the south with dedicated road network. 

• Contemporary styles incorporated e.g. windows, porches, and planting. 

Sources/references Fulbourn Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 175 

Conservation Area  Fulbourn Hospital 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods 19-20th century 

Predominant Type Hospital 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned  

Context building height Up to 5.5 storeys 

Typical building style Varied hospital buildings 

Typical materials Varied 

Key historic features Historic Fulbourn Hospital buildings 

Views and landmarks Views of managed grounds inwards. 
Rural views on peripheries. 
The asylum building is a local landmark. 

Key characteristics • Site of Fulbourn Hospital, previously an asylum, now a mental health facility. 

• Well managed grounds within the hospital complex with mature trees. 

Sources/references Fulbourn and Fulbourn Hospital Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan (2021) 
Fulbourn Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

  

https://maps.nls.uk/


Greater Cambridge Skyline and Tall Buildings Strategy and 
Heritage Impact Assessment – Strand 1 Townscape 
Characterisation Study 

127 

111405-GCStrand1TCS-FD-2023-02-08  

 

Stapleford 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 176 

Conservation Area  Stapleford 

Predominant Period 19th century 

Other Periods 20th century 

Predominant Type Residential  

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Mostly substantial detached houses. 

Typical materials Mainly buff brick and render. Varied tile roof types. 

Key historic features Historic Church of St Andrew, a Grade II* Listed Building 
A scattering of other Listed Buildings 

Views and landmarks Views to the north of open countryside. 
Views from the churchyard to the cemetery to the northwest. 

Key characteristics • Strong sense of identity retained despite spatial assimilation with the wider settlement of Shelford. 

• Small, linear core with small village green 

• Retention of small heritage assets e.g., signage, post-boxes, and railings.  

• Key open space to the north of the core, retaining a sense of isolation and rurality despite wider 20 th century 
development. 

Sources/references Stapleford Conservation Area Appraisal 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 177 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Residential  

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned  

Context building height 2 storeys 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Typical building style Mix of detached and semi-detached. 

Typical materials Red and buff brick and grey tiled roofs 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Rural views to east and south. 
Minor views of Cambridge city to the North 

Key characteristics • Large extension to small, linear village core. 

• Mostly expanded immediately post-war. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Great & Little Shelford 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 178 

Conservation Area  Great Shelford 

Predominant Period 19th century 

Other Periods Medieval, 18th, 20th and 21st century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 1-3 storeys 

Typical building style Varied styles including detached, semi-detached, and terrace.  Some substantial villas and smaller cottages. 

Typical materials Timber-frame, red and gault brick.  
Slate, pegtile, and thatch roofing. 

Key historic features Church of St Mary with 12th century origins, mostly rebuilt in 15th century. 
Scatter of Listed Buildings dating from the medieval period. 
Church forms local landmark. 

Views and landmarks Views from the recreation ground of the river and Kings Mill. 

Key characteristics • Historic street pattern. 

• Large, long gardens belonging to historic properties, and large areas of central green space. 

• Strong rural feeling despite connection to city. 

• Western boundary with Little Shelford defined by River Cam.. 

Sources/references Great Shelford Conservation Area Appraisal 
National Heritage List for England 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 179 

Conservation Area  Little Shelford 

Predominant Period 19th century 

Other Periods Post medieval to 18th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

https://historicengland.org.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/
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Context building height 2-3 storeys 

Typical building style Large, detached houses with several smaller cottages 

Typical materials Varied- red and gault brick, clapboard walls, and tile and thatched roofing. 

Key historic features All Saints Church, a Grade II* Listed Building, originally 12th century 

Views and landmarks Minor rural views to the north and west, truncated by road and railway routes. 

Key characteristics • Settlement spread along main roads. 

• Key central green spaces. 

• Heavily treed within settlement and on edges. 

• Eastern boundary with Great Shelford defined by River Cam. 

Sources/references National Heritage List for England 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 180 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Mainly larger detached and semi-detached housing. 

Typical materials Red and gault brick, clay tile and pantile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views to the city to the north. 
Rural views from gardens on the west side of the road. 

Key characteristics • Linear organic expansion of the Historic Village core of Great Shelford to the north along Cambridge Road. 

• High density housing. 

• On the west side of the road, houses have long gardens 

• Expansion of Great and Little Shelford and Stapleford have created a homogenous larger settlement 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 181 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Small detached and semi-detached houses and bungalows 

Typical materials Red and gault brick, clay tile and pantile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views to the city to the north 

Key characteristics • Small organic expansion of historic village core of Great Shelford to the west and east. 

• Medium density housing. 

• Expansion of Great and Little Shelford and Stapleford have created a homogenous larger settlement 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 182 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Small detached and semi-detached houses and bungalows 

Typical materials Red and gault brick, clay tile and pantile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views to the city to the north 

Key characteristics • Organic expansion of historic village core of Little Shelford to the west. 

• High density housing. 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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• Expansion of Great and Little Shelford and Stapleford have created a homogenous larger settlement 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 183 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Commercial 

Other Types Retail 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Large retail warehouses 

Typical materials Red brick and clapboard walls with large windows. Sheet metal roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Retail area for garden centre with large carparking space. 

• Heavily treed area. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 21st century growth 

Area Number 184 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 2-4 storeys 

Typical building style Flats and semi-detached housing 

Typical materials Yellow brick, timber cladding, grey clay tiled roofing. 

Key historic features - 

https://maps.nls.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/
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Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Small expansion infilling gap between railway lines on edge of post-war expansion. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Sawston & Pampisford 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 185 

Conservation Area  Sawston 

Predominant Period 19th century 

Other Periods  

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 2-2.5 storeys 

Typical building style Cottages, terraces, and larger villas. 

Typical materials Timber framed, rendered, red and gault brick walls. 
Pantile, clay tile, slate roofing. 

Key historic features Grade I Listed Buildings including late medieval Sawston Hall and 13th century Church of St Mary. 
Large number of Listed Buildings focussed around high-street, manor, and church. 

Views and landmarks Key views across open pasture to the east and west. 

Key characteristics • Small linear village core built around a green. 

• Houses densely packed along both sides of the high-street. 

• Large areas of woodland and garden surrounding church and manor. 

• Important rural setting surrounded by open pasture. 

Sources/references Sawston Conservation Area Appraisal  
Sawston Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Heritage List for England 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 186 

Conservation Area  Pampisford 

Predominant Period 18th century 

Other Periods 20th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

https://historicengland.org.uk/
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Context building height 2-2.5 storeys 

Typical building style Cottages, terraces, and larger villas. 

Typical materials Gault brick, flint and stone housing. 
Pantile, clay tile, slate roofing, some thatch. 

Key historic features Grade II* Listed Building, the church of St John the Baptist. 
Listed Buildings focussed on the Highstreet. 

Views and landmarks Key views across open pasture on all sides with some intervening treescape. 

Key characteristics • Small L-shaped village core along Brewery Road/Town Lane and High Street/Church Lane. 

• Low density historic buildings on Church Lane, with density increasing on High Street. 

• On Brewery Road/Town Lane, there is low-density 20th century housing set back from the road. 

• Important rural setting surrounded by open pasture. 

• High street rebuilt in 1960s. 

• Both flat and bay windowed frontages are characteristic. 

• Variation in width of property and consistency of detail from terrace to terrace. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 187 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types Education 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Detached and semi-detached 

Typical materials Red and gault brick walls. 
Clay tile and pantile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views on peripheries of open countryside 

Key characteristics • Extensive expansion to north and south of Historic Village Core. 

• Includes several educational facilities including primary schools and a college. 

• Frequent small greenspaces. 

• High street rebuilt in 1960s. 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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• Permeable street structure with long views through estates, few cul-de-sacs. 

• Low density with many incidental green verges and areas in the public realm. 

• Some areas of infill housing. 

Sources/references Sawston Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 188 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Industrial 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 3 storeys 

Typical building style Warehouses 

Typical materials Sheet metal. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Small industrial site on periphery of post-war development with multiple businesses. 

Sources/references Sawston Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 189 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Industrial 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Context building height 3 storeys 

Typical building style Warehouses 

Typical materials Sheet metal. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Small industrial site on periphery of post-war development with multiple businesses. 

Sources/references Sawston Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 21st century growth 

Area Number 190 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Detached and semi-detached. 

Typical materials Red and gault brick, timber cladding. 
Clay tile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views to the east of open countryside 

Key characteristics • Small areas of new development on eastern fringe of Sawston. 

• Still under construction in places. 

Sources/references Sawston Village Design Guide (2020) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Great & Little Abington 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 191 

Conservation Area  Great and Little Abington 

Predominant Period 18th century 

Other Periods 19th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 2-3 storeys 

Typical building style Cottages, terraces, detached, and semi-detached housing. 

Typical materials Timber framed, rendered, flint, and red brick walls. 
Thatch, pantile, and clay tile roofing. 

Key historic features Churches of St Mary and St Mary the Virgin. 
Large number of Listed Buildings lining the high street. 

Views and landmarks Views internally across central greenspaces. 

Key characteristics • Wide high street with densely packed housing. 

• Large areas of green space and woodland flanking the river Granta. 

• Key church sites at north and south. 

• Core centred around sub-linear High Street with areas of medium density housing to the north and south. 

Sources/references Neighbourhood Plan for the former Land Settlement Association’s Estate at Great Abington 2018 to 2031 (2019) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 192 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 2 storeys 

https://maps.nls.uk/


Greater Cambridge Skyline and Tall Buildings Strategy and 
Heritage Impact Assessment – Strand 1 Townscape 
Characterisation Study 

139 

111405-GCStrand1TCS-FD-2023-02-08  

 

Typical building style Large, detached houses, some semi-detached houses 

Typical materials Unknown- houses are mainly screened by trees. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Minimal rural views truncated by road networks. 

Key characteristics • Small village expansion to the north focussed around a central green. 

• Large houses set far back from main road. 

• Heavily treed areas. 

Sources/references Neighbourhood Plan for the former Land Settlement Association’s Estate at Great Abington 2018 to 2031 (2019) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 193 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Mainly semi-detached housing 

Typical materials Render, red and gault brick walls. 
Clay tiles and pantile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Small village expansion to the south. 

• High density housing on dedicated road network. 

Sources/references Neighbourhood Plan for the former Land Settlement Association’s Estate at Great Abington 2018 to 2031 (2019) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Commercial/industrial/service 

Area Number 194 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Industrial/Scientific 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height Up to 4 storeys 

Typical building style Warehousing and offices 

Typical materials Sheet metal and glass 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Internal views across open greenspaces 

Key characteristics • Dispersed science park buildings with central green spaces. 

• Large areas of car parking. 

• Lake to the north. 

Sources/references Neighbourhood Plan for the former Land Settlement Association’s Estate at Great Abington 2018 to 2031 (2019) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 21st century growth 

Area Number 195 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2-3 storeys 

Typical building style Large detached and semi-detached. 

Typical materials Red brick and pantile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views on peripheries of open countryside 

Key characteristics • Small and dense expansions in the south of Great Abington. 

• Abutting existing roads, new dedicated road networks created. 

Sources/references Neighbourhood Plan for the former Land Settlement Association’s Estate at Great Abington 2018 to 2031 (2019) 
National Library of Scotland 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Whittlesford & Whittlesford Bridge  

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 196 

Conservation Area  Whittlesford 

Predominant Period 17th century 

Other Periods 18-19th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Cottages and some larger villas. 

Typical materials Timber-frame, render, red and gault brick, clapboard walls. 
Thatch, pantile, clay tile roofing. 

Key historic features Church of St Mary and St Andrew, originally 12th century, a Grade I Listed Building. 
Large number of Listed Buildings flanking the high street. 

Views and landmarks Rural views on peripheries of the core. 
Limited views up and down the main artery roads. 

Key characteristics • A sprawling core stemming from the central crossroads. 

• Roads lined with mature trees. 

• Medium density housing. 

• Some housing immediately adjacent to the road, some housing set back from road. 

• Range of building styles and materials. 

Sources/references National Heritage List for England 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 197 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

https://historicengland.org.uk/
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Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Mainly semi-detached housing 

Typical materials Render, red and gault brick, faux-clapboard walls. 
Clay tile and pantile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views to the east, west, and south across open countryside, truncated in places by the M11. 

Key characteristics • Small areas of expansion from the Historic Village Core in the west. 

• Some areas of expansion with dedicated road network. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 198 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Mainly semi-detached housing with some detached 

Typical materials Render, red and gault brick 
Clay tile and slate roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views to the east, west across open countryside 

Key characteristics • Linear expansion from the Historic Village Core along Duxford Road. 

• Housing is typically one property deep from the road. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 20th century new settlement 

Area Number 199 

Conservation Area  - 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Mainly detached, some semi-detached 

Typical materials Red and gault brick and rendered walls. 
Clay tile and pantile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Restricted views of open countryside to north 

Key characteristics • Small, dedicated development to the south of Whittlesford spanning the Duxford Road/Moorfield 
Road/Station Road/Royston Road junction. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 200 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Industrial 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2-3 storeys 

Typical building style Warehousing 

Typical materials Sheet metal, glass and gault brick 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Small industrial development hosting Cambridgeshire Highways Depot. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 201 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Industrial 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2-3 storeys 

Typical building style Warehousing and offices 

Typical materials Sheet metal, glass and gault brick 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Small industrial development hosting Welch’s Truck Depot and Volvo Construction Equipment. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Duxford 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 202 

Conservation Area  Duxford 

Predominant Period 18th century 

Other Periods 19th – 20th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Cottages, terraces, detached and semi-detached housing. 

Typical materials Render and brick walls. 
Pantile and clay tile roofing. 

Key historic features Church of St Peter 

Views and landmarks Minimal views of open countryside to the north. 
Limited views within the core 

Key characteristics • High density housing with intervening treescape. 

• Sub-grid-like road pattern. 

• Narrow streets. 

• Some housing directly adjacent to road, some set back from road, 

• Range of building styles and materials. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post- war village expansion 

Area Number 203 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 
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Typical building style Detached and semi-detached housing 

Typical materials Red and gault brick walls. 
Pantile and clay tile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Rural views on the peripheries, truncated by M11 to the west 

Key characteristics • Large expansion to the north and south of Historic Village Core. 

• Densely packed housing on dedicated road network 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 204 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Industrial 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 1-2.5 storeys 

Typical building style Warehouses and offices 

Typical materials Sheet metal, metal frames, and glass. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Minimal views- industrial estates are screened by treescape.  

Key characteristics • Large industrial estate to south of Duxford.  

• Large areas of car parking. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 21st century growth 

Area Number 205 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

https://maps.nls.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/


Greater Cambridge Skyline and Tall Buildings Strategy and 
Heritage Impact Assessment – Strand 1 Townscape 
Characterisation Study 

148 

111405-GCStrand1TCS-FD-2023-02-08  

 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Detached and semi-detached housing. 

Typical materials Unknown 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views across open countryside to the west 

Key characteristics • Small pocket of development on west periphery of post-war expansion. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Linton 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 206 

Conservation Area  Linton 

Predominant Period 18th century 

Other Periods 15-19th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types Education and retail. 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 2-2.5 storeys 

Typical building style Cottages, terraces, and large villas 

Typical materials Timber framed, rendered, red and gault brick walls. 
Thatch or clay tiles roofing. 

Key historic features Church of St Mary the Virgin 
Large number of Listed Buildings focussed along high street. 
Old Mill Complex. 

Views and landmarks Views to surrounding countryside and over the river Granta. 
Views to churchyard. 

Key characteristics • Tightknit street pattern with narrow, winding roads. 

• Large areas of greenspace and woodland in the south. 

• Dense streets spanning from the high street. 

• Sub-linear street pattern 

• Curving main road with housing set back from road. 

Sources/references Linton Conservation Area Appraisal (2002) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 1900-1940 village expansion 

Area Number 207 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 
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Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Detached, semi-detached housing and bungalows. 

Typical materials Red and gault brick walls. 
Pantile and clay tile roofing. 

Key historic features Scatter of Listed Buildings 

Views and landmarks Rural views on the peripheries. 

Key characteristics • Small expansion to the east of Historic Village Core. 

• Less densely packed housing with long gardens. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post- war village expansion 

Area Number 208 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Detached and semi-detached housing 

Typical materials Red and gault brick walls with varying colour/style. 
Pantile, concrete, and clay tile roofing. 

Key historic features Scatter of Listed Buildings 

Views and landmarks Rural views on the peripheries. 
Views towards Rivey Hill, Water Tower, and Icknield Way to the north. 

Key characteristics • Large expansion to the north, east, and west of Historic Village Core. 

• Densely packed housing on dedicated road network 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Other education development 

Area Number 209 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Education 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height Up to 4 storeys 

Typical building style Educational buildings. 

Typical materials Brick, metal framing, and glass. 

Key historic features Village College Grade II Listed Building. 

Views and landmarks Views to north, east, and west of countryside. 

Key characteristics • Small secondary school opened in 1937. 

• Mix of newer and older buildings. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 210 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Industrial 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 1-2.5 storeys 

Typical building style Warehouses and offices 

Typical materials Sheet metal and red brick. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Minimal views- industrial estates are screened by treescape.  

Key characteristics • Two small industrial estates on periphery of Linton hosting a variety of businesses. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 

https://maps.nls.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/
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OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 21st century growth 

Area Number 211 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Detached and semi-detached. 
Development still in progress in places. 

Typical materials Red brick and clay tile roofing. 
Development still in progress in places. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views across open countryside to the north and east. 

Key characteristics • Small pockets of expansion to the north and east of the post-war village expansion. 

• Dedicated road networks. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Foxton 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 212 

Conservation Area  Foxton 

Predominant Period 19th century 

Other Periods Medieval to 21st century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Range of detached, semi-detached, and terraced housing. 

Typical materials Timber frame, render, flint, and red and buff brick walls. 
Thatch, pegtile, pantile, and slate roofing. 

Key historic features Large number of timber-framed Listed Buildings. 
Church of St Laurence, originally 12th or 13th century. 

Views and landmarks Views between village centre and hilltops to the south. 

Key characteristics • Medieval high street with strong linear character. 

• Predominance of green spaces, mature trees, and hedgerows. 

• Heavily treed area. 

• Medium density housing with a range of building styles and materials. 

• Housing mostly set back from road. 

Sources/references Foxton Conservation Area Appraisal 
Foxton Neighbourhood Plan (2021) 
National Heritage List for England 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 213 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century. 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

https://historicengland.org.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/
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Form/pattern Some organic, some planned 

Context building height 2 storeys. 

Typical building style Range of detached, semi-detached, and terraced housing. 

Typical materials Clapboard, render, and red and gault brick. 
Clay tiled roofs. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views over open countryside to the east. 
Limited views over the west, truncated by A10. 

Key characteristics • Expansion of historic core to north, east, and west. 

• Generally organic layout focussed along main roads, with some areas of planned expansion off Fowlmere 
Road. 

Sources/references Foxton Neighbourhood Plan (2021) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 214 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods  

Predominant Type Industrial 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2.5 storeys 

Typical building style Offices 

Typical materials Painted red brick walls. 
Pantile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Small industrial site of Burlington Press 

Sources/references Foxton Neighbourhood Plan (2021) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 215 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods  

Predominant Type Industrial 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2.5 storeys 

Typical building style Office and warehouse buildings. 

Typical materials Red brick, sheet metal. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Small site of Reed Auto 

Sources/references Foxton Neighbourhood Plan (2021) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 21st century growth 

Area Number 216 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Detached and semi detached 

Typical materials Red and gault brick, and render 
Pantile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views to the historic core and central greenspaces. 

Key characteristics • Small residential infill area in centre of Foxton and smaller extension in the northwest. 

• Small primary school and village hall. 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Sources/references Foxton Neighbourhood Plan (2021) 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Shepreth  

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 217 

Conservation Area  Shepreth 

Predominant Period 18th century 

Other Periods Post medieval to 19th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 2-4 storeys 

Typical building style Large detached houses with several smaller cottages 

Typical materials Varied- red and gault brick and tile and thatched roofing. 

Key historic features Docwras Manor, 16th century. 
Mid-18th century water mill. 
All Saints Church, originally 12th century 
Scattered Listed Buildings. 

Views and landmarks Views into central greenspaces. 
Rural views to the south. 

Key characteristics • Robust village core centred around manorial complex rather than parish church. 

• Central greenspaces with extensive treescape. 

• Mainly very large detached housing set back from the road. 

• Sub-linear main roads and street pattern. 

• Low density housing. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 218 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic, with small, planned areas. 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Detached and semi-detached housing. 

Typical materials Red and gault brick, and render. Clay and pantile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views across the railway to open countryside. 

Key characteristics • Housing developed along main roads. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

  

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Melbourn 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 219 

Conservation Area  Melbourn 

Predominant Period 19th century 

Other Periods Medieval- 18th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 1-3 storeys 

Typical building style Cottages, terraces, detached and semi-detached housing 

Typical materials Timber framed, red and gault brick, rendered walls. 
Thatch, plain clay tile, and slate roofing. 

Key historic features Medieval All Saints Church. 
Large number of Listed Buildings. 

Views and landmarks Views up and down the high street. 
Landmarks include buildings on the high street and All Saints Church. 

Key characteristics • Linear core centred around a crossroads with medieval parish church. 

• Tight urban built character towards the centre. 

• Heavily treed centre. 

• High density housing. 

• Main roads flanked with houses immediately adjacent to the road. 

• Large houses set back from the roads in the north. 

Sources/references Melbourn Conservation Area Appraisal. 
National Heritage List for England 
National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 220 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

https://historicengland.org.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/
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Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 1-2 storeys 

Typical building style Mainly semi-detached  

Typical materials Red and gault brick walls. 
Clay tile and pantile roofing. 

Key historic features A scatter of Listed Buildings. 

Views and landmarks Views into the historic core. 

Key characteristics • Extensive expansion on northwest and southeast of historic core. 

• Dedicated road network for housing development. 

• Few central green spaces. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Modern commercial/industrial/service development 

Area Number 221 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Industrial 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2-3 storeys 

Typical building style Varied types including warehouses, offices and industrial units. 

Typical materials Red and gault brick, sheet metal. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks - 

Key characteristics • Large industrial estate in periphery of settlement. 

• Large carparking areas. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 21st century growth 

Area Number 222 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2 storey 

Typical building style Varied detached, semi-detached, and terraced housing 

Typical materials Gault brick, slate and clay tile roofing in the southern development. 
Red brick and red clay tile roofing in the northern development. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views to north and south of open countryside. 

Key characteristics • Band of new residential development around the south of the village. 

• High density housing along cul-de-sacs off main roads. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

  

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Bassingbourn  

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Historic village core 

Area Number 223 

Conservation Area  Bassingbourn 

Predominant Period 18th century 

Other Periods Medieval to 19th century 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Organic 

Context building height 1-2 storey 

Typical building style Varied cottages, detached, and semi-detached housing. 

Typical materials Timber framed, render, gault and red brick walls. 
Grey clay tiles and pantile roofing. 

Key historic features Church of St Peter and St Paul, a Grade I Listed Building. 
Large number of Listed Buildings along the main street. 

Views and landmarks Views up and down the linear high street 

Key characteristics • Broad core including large green spaces to the east and west. 

• Linear historic high street. 

• Main streets lined by mature trees. 

• Grid-like street pattern. 

• Medium density housing along the main streets. 

• Small pockets of high density housing in the peripheral areas of the Core. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 224 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types  

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2 storeys 

https://maps.nls.uk/
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Typical building style Mix of detached and semi-detached housing. 

Typical materials Gault brick. 
Dark grey clay tile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views on all sides to open countryside. 
Some views across the historic village core. 

Key characteristics • Extensive expansion around large historic village core with satellite developments to the east and north. 

• Majority of development occurring after 1960. 

• Dedicated road networks spanning from main roads. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology Post-war village expansion 

Area Number 225 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types  

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2 storeys 

Typical building style Mix of detached and semi-detached housing. 

Typical materials Gault brick. 
Dark grey clay tile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Views on all sides to open countryside. 

Key characteristics • Satellite developments to the east and north of the Historic Village Core. 

• Majority of development occurring post 1960. 

• Spanning from Fen Road, and The Causeway. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 
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Criteria Description 

Townscape typology MOD Land 

Area Number 226 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 20th century 

Other Periods 21st century 

Predominant Type Military 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height Up to 5 storeys. 

Typical building style Information unavailable  

Typical materials Information unavailable 

Key historic features Originally a 1970s RAF base. 

Views and landmarks Unknown. 

Key characteristics • Barracks home to Mission Training and Mobilisation Centre. 
Sources/references National Library of Scotland 

OS mapping and aerial imagery 

 

Criteria Description 

Townscape typology 21st century growth 

Area Number 227 

Conservation Area  - 

Predominant Period 21st century 

Other Periods - 

Predominant Type Residential 

Other Types - 

Form/pattern Planned 

Context building height 2.5 storeys 

Typical building style Detached, semi-detached, and terrace. 

Typical materials Gault brick 
Pantile roofing. 

Key historic features - 

Views and landmarks Minor views to north and south of open countryside. 

Key characteristics • Small infill expansion of post-war village expansion. 

Sources/references National Library of Scotland 
OS mapping and aerial imagery 

https://maps.nls.uk/
https://maps.nls.uk/
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Appendix 1 

General sources used within the assessments for Strand 1- Townscape Characterisation Study are listed below: 

Type Relevant areas Link 

Historic England Listing 

Data 

All sites National Heritage List for England 
 

Google Earth Data All Sites Google Earth  

Historic Maps All Sites National Library of Scotland 
  

Greater Cambridge 

Landscape Character 

Assessment 

All Sites Greater Cambridge Landscape Character Assessment - 

Part A  

 

Greater Cambridge Landscape Character Assessment - 

Part B  

Greater Cambridge 

Landscape Sensitivity 

Assessment 

All Sites Produced by CBA for Greater Cambridge Shared Planning 

(2021) 

Building Height Data All Sites Provided by Urban Initiatives for this project (October 2022). 

Conservation Area 

Appraisals 

Cambridge City areas: 

• Barrow Road  

• Brooklands  

• Castle and Victoria Road  

• Central / Historic Core 

• Chesterton  

• Conduit Head Road  

• De Freville  

• Ferry Lane  

Greater Cambridge Conservation Area Appraisals 

 

https://historicengland.org.uk/
https://earth.google.com/web/
https://maps.nls.uk/
https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/sites/gcp/files/2021-08/LandscapeCharacterAssessment_GCLP_210831_Part_A.pdf
https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/sites/gcp/files/2021-08/LandscapeCharacterAssessment_GCLP_210831_Part_A.pdf
https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/sites/gcp/files/2021-08/LandscapeCharacterAssessment_GCLP_210831_Part_B.pdf
https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/sites/gcp/files/2021-08/LandscapeCharacterAssessment_GCLP_210831_Part_B.pdf
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A2
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A3
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A4
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A5
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A6
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A7
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A8
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A9
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/


Greater Cambridge Skyline and Tall Buildings Strategy and 
Heritage Impact Assessment – Strand 1 Townscape 
Characterisation Study 

166 

111405-GCStrand1TCS-FD-2023-02-08  

 

• The Kite  

• Mill Road  

• New Town and Glisson Road  

• Newnham Croft  

• Riverside and Stourbridge 

Common  

• Southacre  

• Storey’s Way  

• Trumpington  

• West Cambridge  

 

South Cambridgeshire towns/villages: 

• Duxford Airfield 

• Fen Ditton 

• Foxton 

• Fulbourn 

• Fulbourn Hospital 

• Gamlingay 

• Great Shelford 

• Longstanton 

• Melbourn 

• Oakington 

• Over 

• Papworth Everard 

• Stapleford 

• Swavesey 

• Waterbeach 

• Willingham 

https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A10
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A11
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A12
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A13
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A14
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A14
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A15
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A16
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A17
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A18
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Village Design Guides • Fulbourn  

• Gamlingay  

• Over  

• Papworth Everard  

• Sawston  

• Swavesey  

Greater Cambridge Village Design Guides 

Neighbourhood Plans • Cottenham 

• Gamlingay 

• Great Abington 

• Histon and Impington 

• Foxton 

• Waterbeach 

Greater Cambridge Neighbourhood Plans 

Other • Cottenham Cottenham Heritage Assessment  

 

 

https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/current-plans-and-guidance/
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/design-heritage-and-environment/historic-environment/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisals/#A2
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/neighbourhood-planning/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/media/12910/aecom-cottenham-np-heritage-assessment-report.pdf


  

 

 

 

 




