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Scenario A (19m):
no discernible impact due to long distance 
and tree cover. 
Scenario B (25.5m):
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���L�P�S�D�F�W���L�Q���S�D�U�W�V���R�I���D�U�H�D��

Scenario C (32m):
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���L�P�S�D�F�W���L�Q���S�D�U�W�V���R�I���D�U�H�D��

�0�D�J�Q�L�¿�H�G���Y�L�H�Z���R�Q�W�R���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���F�R�U�H��	��				  
Relation to the historic core: 

The Area of Search is situated in the 
background of the ensemble of landmarks in the 
historic core.
Description of visual sensitivity:

A valuable panoramic view of Cambridge in 
its rural environment, with meadows in the 
foreground. The spires of All Saints Church, 
St. John’s Chapel, The Church of St. Mary the 
Great, Our Lady and the English Martyrs, and 
Kings College Chapel stand out against the 
horizon. The University Library and Museum of 
Technology’s chimney are notable landmarks 
that stands out. The foliage frames the view of 
the Historic Core, especially between King’s 
and St John’s Colleges. Due to its relative 
�U�H�P�R�W�H�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���W�R���R�‡�H�U���V�W�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J��
highland views of the historic core, the 
perspective is highly vulnerable to alteration.
Impact assessment:

Existing context

Existing context plus permitted buildings

Scenario A: Tall building thresholds plus permitted 
buildings

Scenario B: Increased tall building threshold 6.5m

Scenario C: Increased tall building threshold by 13m



Strategic View C -  Coton Road                                                                                  Very long range panoramic view -  Sensitive

Existing context

Existing context plus 
permitted buildings

Scenario A: Tall building 
thresholds plus permitted 
buildings

Scenario B: Increased tall 
building threshold by 6.5m

Scenario C: Increased tall 
building threshold by 13m
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Relation to the historic core: 
The northern part of the Area of Search 
is situated in the backdrop of historic core 
landmarks in this view. 
Description of visual sensitivity:
The Museum of Technology Chimney 
and King’s College Chapel are visible 
on the horizon, along with other modern 
developments in South Cambridge over 
Grantchester Meadows. The viewpoint 
emphasises the importance of the King’s 
College Chapel, which commands a strong 
visual presence to the east. The landscape is 
largely rural, with a somewhat higher distant 
backdrop. Although the region is less prone 
to emerging development, the flat topography 
may allow tall structures to dominate.
Impact assessment:

Magnified view onto the historic core 	  				  

Scenario A (19m):
no discernible impact due to long distance 
and tree cover.
Scenario B (25.5m):
no discernible impact due to long distance 
and tree cover.
Scenario C (32m):
no discernible impact due to long distance 
and tree cover.

Existing context

Existing context plus permitted buildings

Scenario A: Tall building thresholds plus permitted 
buildings

Scenario B: Increased tall building threshold by 6.5m

Scenario C: Increased tall building threshold by 13m



Strategic View D -  Grantchester Road                                                                                Long range panoramic view -  Sensitive

Existing context

Existing context plus 
permitted buildings

Scenario A: Tall building 
thresholds plus permitted 
buildings

Scenario B: Increased tall 
building threshold of by 
6.5m

Scenario C: Increased tall 
building threshold by 13m
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Relation to the historic core: 
Northern part of the Area of Search is 
situated in the backdrop of historic core 
landmarks in this view. 
Description of visual sensitivity:
Elements of the historic core are visible above 
the treed skyline, though several trees in the 
near midground block large portions of the 
view. The background to these views, and the 
foreground permitting, are highly sensitive to 
change. The spire of the Church of Our Lady 
and the English Martyrs is the only church 
that interrupts the skyline, although it is largely 
obscured by midground trees. Both the spire 
and the tower of the University Library are 
prominently visible from the western outskirts 
of Cambridge, indicating that they are among 
the most visually prominent structures from 
this vantage point. Views of these buildings 
are moderately sensitive to change.
Impact assessment:

Magnified view onto the historic core 	  				  

Existing context

Existing context plus permitted buildings

Scenario A: Tall building thresholds plus permitted 
buildings

Scenario B: Increased tall building threshold by 6.5m

Scenario C: Increased tall building threshold by 13m

Scenario A (19m):
no discernible impact due to long distance 
and tree cover.
Scenario B (25.5m):
no discernible impact due to long distance 
and tree cover.
Scenario C (32m):
no discernible impact due to long distance 
and tree cover.



Strategic View G -  M11 between Junction 12 and 13                                                           Mid-range panoramic view -  Sensitive

Existing context

Existing context plus 
permitted buildings

Scenario A: Tall building 
thresholds plus permitted 
buildings

Scenario B: Increased tall 
building threshold by 6.5m

Scenario C: Increased tall 
building threshold by 13m
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Relation to the historic core: 
The Area of Search is situated in the 
backdrop of historic core landmarks in this 
view. 
Description of visual sensitivity:
The view consists of a predominantly 
unbroken treed skyline, which conceals 
large portions of the view into Cambridge 
and its Historic Core, thereby contributing to 
a strong sense of rurality. As such, the view 
is moderately sensitive to development, 
especially tall buildings that may disrupt the 
skyline. The Cambridge University Library 
is the only tower within central Cambridge 
to break the skyline. Both the tower and 
the spire of the Church of Our Lady and 
the English Martyrs are among the most 
visually prominent structures from this view.
Impact assessment:

Magnified view onto the historic core 	  				  

Existing context

Existing context plus permitted buildings

Scenario A: Tall building thresholds plus permitted 
buildings

Scenario B: Increased tall building threshold by 6.5m

Scenario C: Increased tall building threshold by 13m

Scenario A (19m):
no discernible impact due to long distance 
and tree cover.
Scenario B (25.5m):
no discernible impact due to long distance 
and tree cover.
Scenario C (32m):
no discernible impact due to long distance 
and tree cover.



Strategic View K -  Little Wibraham Road over A14                                                       Very long range glimpsed view -  Sensitive

Existing context

Existing context plus 
permitted buildings

Scenario A: Tall building 
thresholds plus permitted 
buildings

Scenario B: Increased tall 
building threshold by 6.5m

Scenario C: Increased tall 
building threshold by 13m


