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THE AREA

The Area of Search comprises of the
Cambridge Airport, Marleigh, Greenhouse
Park Innovation Centre and Kingsley Park.

Cambridge Airport, which opened in 1938,
replaced the former airfield at Fen Ditton.
The airport is owned and operated by
Marshall Aerospace, a Cambridge-based
company with a long-standing history in
servicing both civilian and military contracts.
It is anticipated that the airport will relocate
to Cranfield Airport before 2030.

The land located at Cambridge Airport, to
the north of Cherry Hinton and Newmarket
Road, has been identified as a key site for a
major urban extension. In 2008, the South
Cambridgeshire District Council adopted the
Cambridge East Area Action Plan, which
designated the area for the development

of a new urban quarter comprising 10,000
to 12,000 dwellings, contingent upon the
relocation of Cambridge Airport. The
Cambridge East project, as outlined in

the Local Plan 2018 (Policy 13), aims to
redevelop the site into a dynamic urban
district, transforming the eastern part of the
city with new homes, jobs, infrastructure,

and facilties. Birds eye View of the Area © Google Earth
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Site Allocations and Growth Areas

The Area of Search lies within

the Cambridge East area, which
has been designated under the

Cambridge East Area Action
Plan 2008. It also includes two
site allocations identified in the
Local Plan 2018, namely Land
North of Newmarket Road and
Cambridge East (Policy S/
CE). These allocations aim to

develop a new urban quarter
that will transform the eastern
part of the city, delivering
new homes, employment
opportunities, facilities,
infrastructure, and broader
prospects for Cambridge.

Existing Public Transport Accessibility

The Area of Search located at
the eastern edge of the current
city boundary, is poorly served
by public transport, except for
its proximity to the existing
Cambridge Airport. There is a
limited number of bus routes
linking this part of the city to the
broader Cambridge area and
beyond.



Land use

The Area of Search located

to the south of Newmarket
Road, primarily consists of the
existing Cambridge Airport and
its associated infrastructure,
including a variety of terminal
buildings, aircraft hangars,
and industrial sheds. To

the northwest, the area is
characterised by industrial
sheds, supporting a range of
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commercial, industrial, and
storage uses. To the north

lies the forthcoming Marleigh
residential development, which
will include residential units,

a primary school, community
facilities, and open spaces.

Relevant Planning Permissions
Emerging - Consented:

Permission of 239 new
homes and non-residential
floorspace. Marleigh Phase
1a (S/1096/19/RM)

Permission for creation

of 308 new homes, non-
residential floor space, and
associated infrastructure.

Marleigh Phase 1b
(20/02569/REM)

Permission of 421 new
homes with associated
infrastructure . Marleigh
Phase 2 (21/02450/REM)



