




Skyline and Tall Buildings Baseline, Strategy and Guidance Appendix D

Relation to the historic core: 
The southern half of the Area of Search 
is in the foreground of the view to the 
ensemble of historic city centre landmarks.
Description of visual sensitivity:
An important panoramic view of 
Cambridge in its rural context and setting, 
with meadows visible in the foreground. 
The tower of the University Library and 
the chimney of Addenbrooke’s Hospital 
contrast conspicuously against the horizon. 
Modern developments, such as the 
Triangle Buildings, have a relatively high 
visual magnitude.
Impact assessment:
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Existing context

Existing context plus permitted buildings

Scenario A: Tall building thresholds plus permitted 
buildings

Scenario B: Increased tall building threshold by 6.5m

Scenario C: Increased tall building threshold by 13m

Scenario A (19m):
negligible impact.
Scenario B (25.5m):
significant impact in parts of the area. 
Scenario C (32m):
significant impact. 



Strategic View I -  Shelford Road below Limepit Hill                                                  Very Long range panoramic view -  Sensitive

Existing context

Existing context plus 
permitted buildings

Scenario A: Tall building 
thresholds plus permitted 
buildings

Scenario B: Increased tall 
building threshold by 6.5m

Scenario C: Increased tall 
building threshold by 13m



Skyline and Tall Buildings Baseline, Strategy and Guidance Appendix D

Relation to the historic core: 
Northern part of Area of Search is situated in 
the foreground of The Church of Our Lady and 
English Martyrs and the University Library tower.
Description of visual sensitivity:
A clear distinction exists between the city’s 
dense buildings and the surrounding rural 
landscape, emphasising Cambridge’s  
compact urban area. The spire of the 
Church of Our Lady and the English Martyrs 
stands prominently on the skyline.
Impact assessment:

Magnified view onto the historic core 	  				  

Existing context

Existing context plus permitted buildings

Scenario A: Tall building thresholds plus permitted 
buildings

Scenario B: Increased tall building threshold by 6.5m

Scenario C: Increased tall building threshold by 13m

Scenario A (19m):
negligible impact.
Scenario B (25.5m):
significant impact in parts of the area.
Scenario C (32m):
significant impact. 



Strategic View K -  Little Wibraham Road over A14                                                       Very long range glimpsed view -  Sensitive

Existing context

Existing context plus 
permitted buildings

Scenario A: Tall building 
thresholds plus permitted 
buildings

Scenario B: Increased tall 
building threshold by 6.5m

Scenario C: Increased tall 
building threshold by 13m



Skyline and Tall Buildings Baseline, Strategy and Guidance Appendix D

Relation to the historic core: 
No part of the Area of Search is situated in 
front of historic core landmarks in this view. 
Description of visual sensitivity:. 
A largely obscured view, dominated by trees 
lining the A14. The skyline is very subtle from 
this viewpoint, with few buildings contrasting 
against the horizon. 
The spire of the Church of Our Lady and the 
English Martyrs is highly prominent in the 
landscape, commanding significant attention 
due to its size, despite the distance.
Impact assessment:

Magnified view onto the historic core 	  				  

Existing context

Existing context plus permitted buildings

Scenario A: Tall building thresholds plus permitted 
buildings

Scenario B: Increased tall building threshold by 6.5m

Scenario C: Increased tall building threshold by 13m

Scenario A (19m):
negligible impact.
Scenario B (25.5m):
moderate impact. 
Scenario C (32m):
moderate impact.


