


Building Height Context Height

Existing Building Height Existing Local Context height
The area is characterised by 
a variety of building heights, 
ranging from single-storey 
structures (2-7m) to taller 
buildings exceeding 14 storeys 
(43m+). 
The majority of buildings fall 
within the range of 7-8 (22-28m) 
and 9-10 storeys (28-34m). 

The area features context 
heights that exceed those 
found in other parts of the 
city. The context height of this 
area falls in the 24m to 27m 
(approximately 8 storeys). 
A small area of residential 
development within the Area of 
Search has a context height in 

To the north and east, the site 
adjoins low-rise residential 
areas, with buildings primarily 
ranging from 2 to 3 storeys 
(7-13m).

the bracket of 9m and 12m (3-4 
storeys). 
To the north and east of the 
area of search, the context 
height is in the bracket of 6m to 
9m (2-3 storeys).
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Tall Building Threshold Existing Tall Buildings

Tall Building Threshold Existing Tall Building

The Area of Search has been 
designated within both the 
Increased Urban Height Zone 
and the Urban Height Zone, with 
the existing building heights in the 
vicinity being generally higher. 

Consequently, the tall building 
threshold for the Areas of Search 
is established at 25m and 19m 
respectively.

There are currently 19 tall 
buildings and structures in 
the area that exceed the 
designated tall building 
threshold. The tallest of these 
is the Addenbrooke’s Chimney, 
which stands at 67m. In the 
north of the Areas of Search, 
there is an existing cluster 
of tall buildings, with heights 

ranging from 7-8 storeys 
(22-28m) to 11-13 storeys 
(34-43m). 
 

As a main growth area that will 
establish its own character through 
a masterplan approach to the 
south of the area of search, this 
designation is extended into the 
remainder of the area of search, 
safe of a 100m buffer along the 
open space, which is designated 
as a Suburban / Rural Height Zone, 
with a Tall Building Threshold of 
13m.



Heritage Designations

Heritage Designations
The site does not contain any 
conservation areas or heritage 
assets. Furthermore, it is 
not in close proximity to, nor 
does it border, any designated 
conservation areas or 
registered parks and gardens. 
However, an archaeological site 
is located to the southwest of 
the study area, situated within 

and surrounded by open fields 
to the south of the main urban 
area. Additionally, there are 
four Grade II Listed Buildings, 
separated from the site by 
townscape and treescape, 
and approximately three 
locally listed buildings in close 
proximity to the area.
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Landscape Character Types

Landscape Character and Sensitivity
The Area of Search is located 
to the south of the Cambridge 
Urban Area and encompasses 
the Lowland Farmlands 
landscape character to the 
south, which is recognised 
as sensitive. Additionally, it 
borders the highly sensitive 
Chalk Hills landscape character 
to the south.

Airport Safeguarding Zones

Airport Public Safety and Air Safeguarding Zones
The area, while distant from 
Cambridge Airport, falls within 
a safeguarding zone requiring 
consultation for developments 
over 15m with the airport operator 
and Ministry of Defence.  The 
airport is anticipated to relocate 
to Cranfield Airport before 
2030, which is likely to render 
this requirement obsolete in the 
future.


