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Figure 28: Tall Building Threshold Zones - 
Cambridge City scale

Note: Residential storey heights are 
calculated based on a typical floor-
to-floor height of 3 metres per upper 
storey, with a 4-metre ground floor.
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including the area around the station, but 
also University Campus areas, inner urban 
road corridors, and growth areas (existing 
and emerging) on the city fringes. The 
Increased Urban Height Zone principally 
only covers the Addenbrooke’s campus.

5.2.19  For both, the Suburban / Low Rural 
Zone and the Urban Zone the thresholds 
from the Local Plan are adopted. The 
respective 13m and 19m thresholds are 
well established, consider prevailing height 
characteristics and skyline sensitivities, 
and ensure consistency of this study with 
the current policy approach. The threshold 
of the Increased Urban Height Zone is 
set one approximate storey above the 
prevailing height in the Addenbrooke’s 
campus. 

5.2.20  The Tall Building Thresholds take 
into account the sensitivity of Cambridge’s 
subtle skyline and the harmful effect that 
even a slight increase in height above the 
context height can have on the skyline. 
5.2.21  Visual testing undertaken as part 
of this study validates the appropriateness 
of these thresholds. They are effective 

in identifying when development begins 
to emerge above the roofscape and/or 
treeline, and becomes visually prominent 
or intrusive on the skyline.

5.2.22  These thresholds should be 
used as indicators for when buildings 
ought to be considered ‘tall’ for planning 
policy purposes. Any building that meets 
or exceeds the applicable tall building 
threshold in its location will be required 
to comply with relevant tall building policy 
and guidance. This approach ensures 
that developments with potential to impact 
the skyline are appropriately scrutinised 
through the planning process, whether as 
part of local plan preparation and adoption, 
or at the pre-application and application 
stages.

5.2.23  In some cases, local planning 
authorities have approved (or may do so 
in the future) more detailed parameter 
height plans (see cross hatched areas in 
Figure 28) that have been tested through 
the development management process. 
In such circumstances, these site-specific 
parameters will supersede the tall building 
thresholds set out by this study.
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Figure 29: Tall 
buildings by height 
band, overlaid 
over Tall Building 
Threshold Zones - 
Cambridge District 
wide scale
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Classification by absolute height
5.3.1  The proposed revised approach to 
defining tall buildings in Greater Cambridge 
as set out in Section 4.2 National Policy 
and Guidance, has been applied on the 
existing height context and is represented 
in Figure 29. This identifies that using this 
methodology a total of 542 buildings in the 
district are classified tall, 352 buildings of 
which are in the city boundary. This is a 
significant reduction from the hypothetical 
3,001 buildings that would be considered 
tall under the Cambridge Local Plan 
current policy approach, and presents 
a more accurate description of the tall 
building context in Greater Cambridge. 
5.3.2  The tall building survey reveals the 
following:

5.3.3  In the Suburban / Rural height zone 
the majority of tall buildings (237) are only 
marginally above the tall building threshold 
of 13m (4 storeys - 13-16m). Only a few 
buildings (77) are of greater height - 64 in the 
5-6 storey bracket, and 13 above. Principally 
these are historic landmarks, such as church 
spires and few institutional buildings.

5.3 Existing Tall Buildings in Greater Cambridge

5.3.4  In the Urban Height Zone the 
majority of tall buildings (130) are in the 5-6 
storey bracket (19-22m). A further 46 are in 
the 7-8 storey bracket (22-28m) and 28 in 
the height brackets above. Principally they 
are singular highpoints spread throughout 
the various areas of this height zone. 

5.3.5  In the Increased Urban Height Zone 
(Addenbooke’s Campus) building heights 
of tall buildings range from 8 storeys (25- 
28m) at the lower end to above 14 storeys 
(43m+). 
5.3.6  Principally, in Cambridge, the 
majority of tall buildings above 22m are 
concentrated in three locations: the city 

Figure 30: Tall Buildings in Cambridge City Centre - 4 storey 
band (13-16m)

Figure 31: Tall Buildings in Cambridge City Centre - 5-6 storey 
band (16-22m)
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Figure 32: Tall buildings by height band, 
overlaid over Tall Building Threshold Zones - 
Cambridge City scale
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centre, west and southwest of Cambridge 
Station, and in the Addenbrooke’s campus. 
A few individual highpoints are spread 
across the urban fabric. 
5.3.7  Buildings with the greatest heights 
(above 34m) are distributed more loosely 
within and around the historic city 
centre. Principally these are historic city 
landmarks. The second concentration 
of landmarks are situated in the 
Addenbrooke’s Campus, well away from 
the historic city centre landmarks.     

Classification by type
5.3.8  Based on this analysis the existing 
tall buildings in the study area broadly fall 
into the following types:
Historic Tall Buildings

	• Church spires 
	• Historical Institutional Buildings 
	• Other historic 

Modern Tall Buildings
	• Post-war slab block 
	• Post war point block 
	• Late 20th/early 21st century apartments 

	• 21st century masterplanned residential 
	• Commercial/Office 
	• Institutional buildings 
	• Other modern buildings.

Figure 33: Tall Buildings in Cambridge City Centre - 7 storey 
band (22-28m) and above

Figure 34: Tall Buildings in Cambridge City Centre - 11-13 
storey band (34-43m) and above




