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3.1 Overview
3.1.1  The section is structured to:

	• Provide an overview of the character 
and form of South Cambridgeshire

	• Describe land use and townscape 
character

	• Describe landscape character
	• Define heritage assets
	• Evaluate existing building heights
	• Set out current large scale regeneration 

ambitions

3 Other villages and settlements 

3.2 General characteristics
3.2.1  South Cambridgeshire is a largely 
rural district which surrounds the city of 
Cambridge. There are over 100 small 
villages throughout the district, many of 
which are historic and have a distinct 
rural village character. The district is 
surrounded by a ring of market towns 
outside its borders which serve the local 
population; ‘together, Cambridge, South 
Cambridgeshire and the Market Towns 
form the Cambridge Sub-Region’. 

3.2.2  The district is growing in population 
due to its desirability, proximity to 
Cambridge, London, and the market towns, 
and its strategic position as an epicentre 
for clusters of high technology research 
and development. According to the latest 
census (2021) the population of South 
Cambridgeshire is 162,000 which is a 
growth of 8.9% over the 2011 population of 
148,755.




