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Figure 10: Key Approaches, Views and
Viewpoints, Landmark Buildings, and Open
Spaces



2.9 Key approaches to city

Approaches to the city provide a
variety of dynamic linear experiences and
help structure the city’s wider identity. Key
approaches to Cambridge include:

- River Cam east of city Centre, through
the centre, and west of city Centre — see  image 29: View towards Cambridge from Little Wilbraham Road over A14
Cam Corridor described above

. Historical routes from the west — the visual experience due to the flat . Historical routes northwest to north

A1303 (Hardwick Road past Madingley)
and A603 (Barton Road).
. Both approaches provide dynamic

linear experiences with some
views over the city, in particular the
more western parts of the city. The
views are interrupted by roadside
vegetation

- Routes from the east to the south
— the A1307 (Linton Road), A1303
(Newmarket Road) and A1301 (Sawston
Road).

. The A1301 offers limited visual
connection to the due to other
development.

. The A1303 approaches towards the
Airport offers a relatively restricted

topography.

The elevated and dynamic nature

of the A1307 provides clear views
over the city from the east (these are
similar to View K above).

A14 approach from east provides
limited views of wider Cambridge,
View K above offers an elevated
example of these longer distance
views.

M11/A1309 approach past
Trumpington features the emerging
development at Trumpington as a ley
gateway element set within a wider
treed rural landscape. (see View Q in
Appendix A)

. these routes offer limited visual

connectivity with the city and its
skyline due to the flat topography —
there are however limited locations
where clear views are available
including the A14 Junction 33 with
A10 and A1309 which offers views of
largely contemporary development
on the approach into Cambridge (see
View Q in Appendix A)

. Historical routes to the Historic Core
- Key approaches to the Historic Core

include Castle Street/Magdelene
Street, Victoria Avenue, Jesus
Lane, King Street, Regent Street,
Trumpington Street, Silver Street,
Garret Hostel Lane, and Mill Road
into Parkside.
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Sensitivity to tall buildings

Key approaches into the city are
travelled regularly by locals and offer
the first impression of the city to arriving
visitors. The journey along an approach
is an experience of fleeting images and
dynamic views that together form a
collective impression of this route, and by
implication the city more widely.

The visual quality and the views
offered of the city, its setting, open spaces
and landmarks are important contributing
factors to the city image and identity of the
city. Outstanding elements, landmarks,
distinctive urban or landscape features or
compositions that make the experience
distinctive or that evoke a sense of beauty
or familiarity are especially important in this
cognitive process.

Tall buildings can have a positive or
negative (or both) impact on the experience
and image of an approach route. They
may detract from existing important
features or characteristics (negative), or
contribute to distinctiveness, enhance
existing characteristics or add legibility and
meaning (positive).

Where tall buildings may affect
an approach route its impact should be
studied from relevant viewpoints and
proposals should demonstrate how they
can make a positive contribution to the
city image that corresponds to the wider
identity of the city.
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