A Baseline _Key considerations

Settlement Patterns

The settlement patterns within and around Cambourne are
largely organic, though they arrive at this point both by natural
evolution and intentional design. Although we think of
Cambourne as a relatively new place it is noteworthy that
there is long standing evidence of a settlement in this
location.

. The surrounding villages evolved through a range of
environmental and social factors into organic clusters
embedded in the landscape.

. Cambourne’s organic patterns are formed by design via
the Terry Farrel Masterplan, which, if anything creates
even more sinuous forms than in the surroundings.

. Through extensive archaeological works we know there
were iterations of a settlement on the site between
800BC and 800AD.

What does this mean for the spatial options:

Some degree of fluidity and organic form will likely be
appropriate in the macro spatial configuration of the
expansion. However, the place has a long history and there
may be new ways to iterate the interpretation of such forms.
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Place assets

The “place assets” analysis
seeks to look at the
components of the
surrounding context that might
have a bearing on the
development and analysis of
the spatial options.

As an adjunct to the technical
analysis this exercise aims to
combine qualitative and
spatial analysis, macro and
granular information to paint a
thematic picture in bold
strokes.

It is worth noting that though
this has been informed by site
visits and desktop analysis it
has not been fed into by the
community and is therefore a
starting point for reflection
rather than a complete picture.

Evolved Ofg .
(surrounding Sett [ement
villages)
_ Patterns
A\
Designed
(Terry Farrell

Bourne  Redgrave - Masterplan)

Crow Dene Brock  Water

W=

Tm mente

Wetworl{s of
Water \

Lake Ewart

Caxton Gibbet Whomping

Willow Lake " &
Smus
Iake »

9\/1aca6re and Magic

I \Omdltch Lane ‘*
Highwaymen ;

>

c|:;:,:3§" W atuija[ am{ — (construction soil disposal)

' Forthcoming
nboie Mufc{[e Tier Centre ST it oot
) N development

evidence 800BC /

Mornsuns
L ; Cafeand  Supermarket
& pub

Planned East ~ —~
e Ea"as\(Dzrect cmc{

Planned Guided I nd‘”’E’Ct
S Connectzons B
/f }m

|$/

Ny (Ermine Street)
Historic university city = yeathstory *
&L~ Emeérging/

- Wooded  Road build up Icfentzt_y

‘ ‘f,i"agled and cuttings ;

~ farmlands ' - / :
Sh e v L 3 Afﬂuentsurrnundmg

vallages :

Crow

COﬂSthted- &lnd:S'Cdpe Visionary 1200[]eX|st|ng resnjents‘
v A ¢ masterplan (Census 2021)

Village greens Cambnurne Nature Reserve

100
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Hierarchy of Centres

Cambourne functions uniquely as a middle tier settlement in
the surrounding area; larger and more well provisioned than
the surrounding villages, but subservient to Cambridge.

. The villages all have small centres with some
combination of local amenities (a pub, a village shop
etc) but nothing that meets supermarket to day needs of
the community.

. Cambridge has a much larger and more varied centre
with larger cultural and educational offerings as well as
conventional high street retail.

. Cambourne meets the majority of day to day needs of
the community, but it is not as vibrant as it could be.
There is a large Morrison’s supermarket, a pub, café,
educational facilities and medical services along with a
range of other amenities and commercial uses.

What does this mean for the spatial options:

Whatever centre or centres that come forward via the
expansion of Cambourne should have a unique role that does
not detract from the existing centre. Measures should be
taken to ensure the existing centre can benefit from increased
catchment population via strong transport connections.
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Cambourne
Growth
Strategy

Identity Programme

Cambourne is only 26 years old. It has passed through its “awkward teenage years” and
is now starting to develop a sense of itself as a place.

. Having begun with pioneer residents occupying a visionary masterplan,
Cambourne now has around 12,000 residents, so is truly beginning to feel
“inhabited” as a place.

. Cambourne’s Parish Council has evolved into a Town Council and there is an
established group of charities and community groups active in the town.

. Cambourne’s identity is informed by the surrounding context — it sits within the
gravitational pull of a world-famous historic university city and is surrounded by a
network of affluent villages. Cambourne has been seen as a more affordable
location compared to the surrounding area, attracting young families.

What does this mean for the spatial options:

The spatial options can capitalise on the strength of the existing identity AND the
opportunity of a place that is not yet fully formed/solidified. There is an opportunity to
retain the attraction of affordable family housing along with potential to broaden the offer
with innovation/aspiration.
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Landscape

Cambourne’s landscape is a fascinating combination of the
natural and the constructed, with a strong spatial relationship
between built form and open space.

Cambourne sits within gently undulating topography and
patches of natural forest surrounded by the more
managed character of farmlands.

Many of Cambourne’s landforms are constructed — from
the road build up and cuttings to Crow Hill which is
formed from construction soil disposal.

Natural features include existing watercourses, forest
and grasslands. Much of the landscape has been
designed and dramatically enhanced through the
creation of new water bodies and significant planting
between the defined neighbourhood edges.

Cambourne's more central landscape spaces (like
village greens) are highly regular and manicured.

What does this mean for the spatial options:

This creates an opportunity to take a playful approach to the
spatial strategy from a landscape perspective, mixing the wild
with the manicured, the natural with the constructed and
exploring interesting interfaces with built parcels.
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Water

Cambourne sits within a fragmented network of small

waterways, both natural and constructed that contribute to its
character and spatial configuration.
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What does this mean for the spatial options:

The area of potential expansion around Cambourne contains
other characterful watercourses and features that could be
incorporated into the spatial approach. Integration of lakes is

a strength of the existing plan that could be replicated within
the future expansion.
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Mythology

As a new place Cambourne could be seen as not having a
defined history or mythology in the way that older places
might. But new layers of meaning are being added all the
time.

. We have already established in the Settlement section
that there was human presence around this site hundred
of years in the past.

. To the west is Caxton Gibbet, a macabre symbol of
historic punishment, with accompanying tales of
murderers and criminals, including highwayman on the
“Great North Road”.

@

. More recently a misunderstanding has given rise to a Caxton Gibivet

Harry Potter mythology within Cambourne. Quidditch \ Whitaping

Lane, despite being named after an old English word for Willow Lake

a dry ditch has prompted homeowners to re-name their o

houses (e.g. “The Golden Snitch”) and may have .

precipitated the naming of Whomping Willow Lake. ma(;a67’€ anJ?Vlagzc
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These small threads of strangeness and curiosity may not blphiysnen

have a significant impact on the spatial configuration of place
but could inform new chapters in Cambourne’s story as it
expands. 0 1 o &
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Connections

Cambourne currently has a combination of direct and indirect
connections with the prospect of dramatically increased
connectivity on the horizon.

. Cambourne currently has no rail connectivity, but this
exercise is motivated by the arrival of East West Rail
which will connect Cambourne not just to Cambridge but
the wider area.

. Plans remain for a guided busway between Cambourne
and Cambridge along with an accompanying cycleway,
but currently bus and dedicated cycle connectivity in the
wider area is poor.

. Cycle use within Cambourne is high, particularly among
children and younger people. Residents regularly use
the networks of walking routes for leisure, but they are
less suitable for day to day practical trips, especially in
winter and in poor weather.

What does this mean for the spatial options:

There is an opportunity to improve sustainable transport
connectivity, while being mindful that such infrastructure can
in itself create issues of severance that must be overcome.
There is scope for the expansion to evolve and improve the
approach to walking and cycling connectivity.
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Cambourne

Key locations and views Sﬁ;ﬁvevég

Programme

Views of the surrounding rural landscape, and of green and residential areas
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Cambourne

Key locations and views S?r;?vevég

Programme

Views of Cambourne’s green assets and Nature Reserve
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Cambourne

: : : : : G h
Rail assumptions, aspirations and requirements Sty
EWR GCSP Technical coordination meetings Programme

. A number of technical workshops have been conducted to align this
commission with the station design progress and to explore how
the scheme can be refined for optimal results regarding the
Cambourne extension.

. The optimisations under consideration involve adjustments to the
station's location and type, rail alignment, and connectivity to the
station.

. The results of these discussions must be assessed and
comprehended as a framework is established.
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