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Best practice principles should be considered when 
designing the Cambourne station, such as:

1. Pedestrian friendly station forecourt with active 
uses and drop-off area for those with mobility 
impairments. 

2. Visual link with high street

3. Station adjacent to strategic road and accessibility 
from highway network

4. Permeability/connectivity across the railway

5. Limited space car park with commercial uses above

For the station to serve as a Community Hub, it 
should also consider its ability to enable the following:

• A place to gather and dwell

• A place with different activities and additional 
uses (Retail / Food & Beverage / Entertainment / 
Market)

• Reduced dominance of vehicular activities

• A vibrant and bustling environment

• A new centre of gravity for the town

Railway Station

Open Spaces

Station Forecourt
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Station place illustrative best practice principles 

02_A landmark station _Key move 2a 

Station Quarter
Supporting the station place vision

Existing residential Area 

Active Frontages

MSCP

Roads
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At the 2024 non-statutory consultation, East West Railway 
Company proposed for the new Cambourne railway 
station to be located north of Upper Cambourne, (the 
eastern third of the existing settlement). 

A location further West would enable the station to be 
located more centrally in both existing and expanded 
Cambourne, and provide better connectivity to existing 
and proposed Town Centres. Paired with improved local 
connectivity, the station move enables better integration 
and maximised use of the station in terms of catchments 
and distances by public transport and active travel. 

For more information on station location, please see 
Appendix A1. 

1
2

3
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Station location

02_A landmark station _Key move 2b 

Cambourne Station Location as 
proposed by GCSP

Cambourne 
Station as 

proposed by 
GCSP

Cambourne 
Station as 

proposed by 
EWR

Cambourne Station Location as 
proposed by EWR
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02_A landmark station _Key move 2b 

Station location
Station at the centre of Cambourne 

The strategy for the station place is to create a 'complete' 
neighbourhood which is complementary to existing Cambourne 
and provides a range of land uses benefitting the high degree of 
accessibility and footfall of the location, both for a local and 
wider catchment area. 

A more central station location also allows to optimise pivotal 
criteria for successful station and place making: 

1. Access from existing and future Cambourne in terms of 
proximity and efficiency, but also quality of the routes.

2. Availability of land to create the critical mass for a new town 
centre, arrival plaza and maximise density within the 
immediate station location.

3. Opportunity to use station quarter as gateway into 
Cambourne with station landmark building visible from 
dumbbell roundabout.

The land use mix, as presented in the drawing, has been 
chosen to capitalise on the footfall and accessibility of the 
station, opportunity for combined trips, activity at different times 
of the day/week, active ground floor and overlooking on primary 
routes.

The proposal for the land uses is to work in conjunction both 
sides of the railway and convenient, unpaid connectivity in the 
Station Quarter must be ensured.

Residential

Mixed Use

Retail/F&B

Entertainment

Commercial/Industrial

Hotel

Sports & Leisure

MSCP

Legend

Education Heritage / Nature 
conservation
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02_A landmark station _Key move 2c 

Station integration 
A double-sided station 

The Station Quarter should have two faces: 

A main entrance facing north, which will provide a direct access for the new settlement and 
reduce car journeys. It will include the following elements:

1. Clear sightlines/strong visual link to the High Street

2. Local bus/busway stops are located within close proximity (on the edge of the forecourt) for 
increased connectivity

3. Active frontages to ensure that the station square is safe and overlooked with the potential 
to use it as a market square

4. An active travel hub at the station forecourt and clear active travel routes (wayfinding and 
integrated network)

5. A mix of commercial and community buildings framing the station plaza

A secondary entrance facing south, serving existing Cambourne and delivered in a first stage. It 
will include:

A. A multi-storey car park/mobility hub structure integrated into the urban fabric of the 
employment cluster to mitigate visual impact and still create an overlooked station 
environment

B. Clear and convenient access for taxis, blue badge, in close proximity of the station entrance
C. Active travel hub and safe and convenient onwards travel
The two-sided strategy will allow for a phased delivery approach, with phase 1 to the south 
providing all elements of a successful interchange, and phase 2 expanding into the station place 
once a relevant amount of development is achieved to the north.
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2b – Station at the centre

02 – A landmark station

2a – Supporting the 
station place vision

2c – A double-sided station

Key rail integration moves
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This section lays out a summary of the key moves, along with key asks and 
recommendations to fully integrate the station into an expanded Cambourne.

 Contents

Key asks and 
recommendations
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1c – The Landbridge

Putting EWR at the heart of Cambourne

1a – Crossings 

1b – Railway in cutting 

Rail integration study

28

2b – Station at the centre

2a – Supporting the 
station place vision

2c – A double-sided station
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To create a landmark station this study recommends EWR 
should:

- What: The new EWR Station at Cambourne should become the 
heart of the town extension. 
Why: The station design should support the overall vision and 
principles for this station place.

- What: Move the station to a more central location, between the 
dumbbell roundabout and the heritage assets, 
Why: To optimise development land around the station and provides 
a better relation to existing Cambourne.

- What: Design a two-faced station (north and south).
Why: To support the community and employment uses on both sides 
of the railway. 

To stitch Cambourne together this study recommends EWR 
should: 

- What: Deliver / Enable / Do not preclude …stakeholders from 
delivering 5 high quality, human-friendly multi-modal crossings at 
strategic locations.
Why:  To address the severance caused by the railway and A428 
infrastructure corridors and make Cambourne function as a complete 
and connected town.

- What: Lower the alignment of the railway between the dumbbell 
roundabout and new active travel crossing (landbridge) 
Why: To deliver higher quality of streetscape, safe walking and 
cycling routes and enable better integration of Cambourne’s new 
Town Centre. Lowering alignment provides more connectivity for 
people and landscape.

- What: Deliver the landbridge, an iconic multi-modal crossing (bus + 
active travel) as the connection between existing Cambourne and 
the station and Station Quarter.
Why: Design of rail assets along this route should not preclude the 
introduction of land uses that activate the route, making this a safe 
and attractive connection for people to use. 

Key Asks and Recommendations

Cambourne’s Rail Integration Study 

29

This study makes the following recommendations to realise the Cambourne vision with EWR at the heart:
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This appendix provides a summary of the EWR Urban Integration Study 
conducted by WW+P that was completed prior to this report, and whose results 
contributed to the formulation of recommendations.
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Baseline and opportunities
This section summarises the baseline information considered, and 
opportunities identified as part of this study 
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Project Scope

Cambourne Station is one of the seven EWR typical stations. 
It is currently classed as a connector and catalyst station, with 
potential to expand to a Category C ‘important feeder’ station 
after 2051.

The objective of the study is to：

• Understand existing and emerging context in Cambourne

• Assess potential locations for the station

• Explore impact of station locations on connectivity and 
future growth potential

1

2

3
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This section in the study maps out Cambourne’s current land-
use, movement, place, planning and environmental designations.

The main points are:

• It is a predominantly residential rural town in a very green 
setting, with committed developments at West Cambourne and 
Bourn airfield, as well as future potential for expansion north of 
A428.

• Its main access is via the A428 dual carriageway to the north 
of the town, which creates a significant barrier between the 
existing town and the proposed EWR alignment and station 
(only two crossing points across A428).

• The town centre is primarily dominated by car parks 
surrounding the retail areas, with traffic congestion around the 
dumbbell roundabout being a common issue during peak 
hours.

• Currently, local buses only serves Great and Lower 
Cambourne. A new rapid busway to link Cambridge with 
Cambourne via Bourn Airfield is planned.

For further information on emerging proposals for an extension to 
the busway to serve an expanded Cambourne, please see the 
Cambourne Busway Integration Study.

Baseline Condition
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Future Conditions with EWR

This section is based on end of December 2024 design 
proposal for EWR.

The main points are:

• The railway corridor, as currently planned, is mostly at 
grade and parallel to the A428, with the section to the east 
of Cambourne (near Bourn Airfield) gradually descending 
into a cutting before going into a tunnel. 

• 3 new vehicular overbridges to replace existing crossings: 
one along the A1198 connecting to the new Caxton 
junction (1), another over St Neots Road (2), and a further 
link to the east connecting to Knapwell (3). 

• Passing loops are planned along the railway line to the 
north of the dumbbell roundabout to accommodate freight 
operations, with four tracks. These are unlikely to be able 
to be moved significantly due to East West Rail’s 
operational constraints.

• The proposed station is located to the east of these 
passing loops, just north of the Cambourne Sports 
pitches.

1
2

3
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