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Non-Technical Summary 
Introduction 

1.1 This Non-Technical Summary relates to the Greater Cambridge Local Plan: 
First Proposals Sustainability Appraisal (‘main SA Report’) and should be read 
in conjunction with that document as well as the First Proposals document itself.  

1.2 This Non-Technical Summary and the main SA Report were prepared by 
LUC on behalf of Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire District 
Council (the Councils) as part of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the Greater 
Cambridge Local Plan. 

The Local Plan 

1.3 Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council have 
committed to preparing a joint Local Plan for their combined area, referred to as 
Greater Cambridge. The Greater Cambridge Local Plan will replace the Local 
Plans adopted individually by the Councils in September and October 
respectively in 2018, which set out the development needs of the local authority 
areas up to 2031.  

1.4 The adopted Local Plans acknowledged the commitment to an early review 
of their Local Plans beginning in 2019. This decision to take forward the early 
review of the Local Plans was made in order to establish what impact the 
anticipated changed infrastructure and economic growth in the area might have 
on housing need and other aspects of spatial and transport planning. The 
Greater Cambridge Local Plan will also address issues regarding housing 
needs, progress in delivering the development strategy and in particular the 
proposed new settlements, and provision to meet the requirements of caravan 
dwellers. 
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1.5 The plan period for the Greater Cambridge Local Plan will cover the period 
to 2041. Once adopted, the Greater Cambridge Local Plan will replace the 
Cambridge Local Plan (2018) and the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan (2018). 

Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic 
Environmental Assessment 

1.6 The Councils are required by law to carry out both Sustainability Appraisal 
and Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Local Plan. The Councils have 
appointed LUC to do this on their behalf. 

1.7 Strategic Environmental Assessment is the process of assessing the likely 
environmental effects of a plan or programme (such as the Local Plan) and the 
requirements for this are set out in the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended) (known as the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment Regulations). The Government recommends that 
the requirements for both Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental 
Assessment are met through one integrated process, referred to as 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA). 

1.8 The purpose of SA is to promote sustainable development through 
integrating sustainability considerations into the preparation of plans. It should 
be viewed as an integral part of good plan making and an ongoing process, 
involving ongoing iterations to identify and report on the potential social, 
economic and environmental effects of the Local Plan and alternatives to the 
Local Plan to consider how well sustainable development will be achieved. 

1.9 The SA also incorporates Health Impact Assessment, which aims to 
determine the impacts of the Local Plan on people’s health and well-being.  

1.10 An overview of the stages of SA is set out below. 
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SA Stage A: Scoping 

1.11 The SA process began in 2019 with the production of a Scoping Report for 
the Greater Cambridge Local Plan. The Scoping stage of the SA involves 
understanding the social, economic and environmental baseline for the plan 
area as well as the sustainability policy context and key sustainability issues. 
The SA Scoping Report also sets out information about the methodology for this 
and later stages of the SA, including the ‘Sustainability Appraisal Framework’ - 
the sustainability objectives against which Local Plan options have been 
appraised. The sustainability objectives making up the Sustainability Appraisal 
framework are presented below. The Scoping Report was consulted on from 
January to February 2020. The comments received in response to this 
consultation and how they have been addressed are set out in Appendix A of 
the SA Report. 

SA Framework 

1.12 The bullet points below present the headline SA objectives. Each SA 
objective is supported by one or more decision-making questions, which are 
presented in the main SA Report. 

 SA 1: Housing - To ensure that everyone has the opportunity to live in a 
decent, well-designed, sustainably constructed and affordable home. 

 SA 2: Access to services and facilities - To maintain and improve access 
to centres of services and facilities including health centres and education. 

 SA 3: Social inclusion and Equalities - To encourage social inclusion, 
strengthen community cohesion, and advance equality between those who 
share a protected characteristic (Equality Act 2010) and those who do not. 

 SA 4: Health - To improve public health, safety and wellbeing and reduce 
health inequalities. 
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 SA 5: Biodiversity and geodiversity - To conserve, enhance, restore and 
connect wildlife, habitats, species and/or sites of biodiversity or geological 
interest. 

 SA 6: Landscape and townscape - To conserve and enhance the 
character and distinctiveness of Greater Cambridge’s landscapes and 
townscapes, maintaining and strengthening local distinctiveness and 
sense of place. 

 SA 7: Historic environment - To conserve and/or enhance the qualities, 
fabric, setting and accessibility of Greater Cambridge’s historic 
environment. 

 SA 8: Efficient use of land - To make efficient use of Greater Cambridge’s 
land resources through the re-use of previously developed land and 
conserve its soils. 

 SA 9: Minerals - To conserve mineral resources in Greater Cambridge 

 SA 10: Water - To achieve sustainable water resource management and 
enhance the quality of Greater Cambridge’s waters. 

 SA 11: Adaptation to climate change - To adapt to climate change 
including minimising flood risk. 

 SA 12: Climate change mitigation - To minimise Greater Cambridge’s 
contribution to climate change 

 SA 13: Air quality - To limit air pollution in Greater Cambridge and ensure 
lasting improvements in air quality. 

 SA 14: Economy - To facilitate a sustainable and growing economy. 

 SA 15: Employment - To deliver, maintain and enhance access to diverse 
employment opportunities, to meet both current and future needs in 
Greater Cambridge. 
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SA Stage B: Developing and refining 
options and assessing effects 

1.13 Developing options for a plan is an iterative process, usually involving a 
number of consultations with the public and stakeholders. Consultation 
responses and the SA can help to identify where there may be other 
‘reasonable alternatives’ to the options being considered for a plan.   

1.14 The SA can help decision makers by identifying the potential positive and 
negative sustainability effects of each Local Plan option being considered, as 
well as opportunities to enhance positive effects and avoid or reduce negative 
ones. The SA findings are not the only factors taken into account when 
determining a preferred option to take forward in a plan. Factors such as public 
opinion, deliverability, conformity with national policy will also be taken into 
account by plan-makers when selecting preferred options for their plan. 

1.15 The Councils held a ‘First Conversation’ consultation in January and 
February 2020. This included an Issues and Options consultation document, 
which set out four ‘big themes’, as well as six spatial distribution options. These 
were subject to SA and the results were presented in the Sustainability 
Appraisal of Issues and Options (December 2019) and the findings are 
summarised below. 

1.16 In 2020, the Councils identified three growth level options (minimum, 
medium and maximum) and further developed each of the spatial distribution 
options set out in the First Conversation into ‘Strategic Spatial Options’, 
ensuring each could meet each growth level option. The Councils also identified 
two additional Strategic Spatial Options at this stage. In November 2020, the 
Councils published initial evidence base findings and development strategy 
options assessments, including an SA of the Strategic Spatial Options at 
different levels of growth. The results of this assessment are presented in 
Appendix C of the main SA Report and summarised below (note that these 
have been updated to take account of baseline updates). 
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1.17 Since November 2020, the Councils have determined that the minimum 
and maximum growth levels are not reasonable, and have identified a 
‘medium+’ growth level as the preferred option. The medium+ growth scenario 
is similar to the medium growth scenario, but provides slightly more homes per 
year in order to try and reduce in-commuting by providing sufficient homes for 
workers to live in Greater Cambridge. Assessments of the Strategic Spatial 
Options under the medium growth scenario are considered to also represent the 
likely effects under the medium+ growth scenario and have not therefore been 
updated. 

1.18 In 2021, the Council identified two additional Strategic Spatial Options 
(resulting in 10 Strategic Spatial Options overall), both of which have been 
subject to SA. The results of this assessment are presented in Chapter 4 of the 
main SA Report and summarised below. These two additional options have 
been assessed only against the medium+ growth scenario, given that the 
minimum and maximum scenarios are not considered to be reasonable and 
there would be no difference in effects between the medium and medium+ 
scenarios. 

1.19 As well as the overall Strategic Spatial Options, the Councils have 
identified a number of site allocation options. More than 700 sites were tested 
by the Councils through the Greater Cambridge Housing and Employment Land 
Availability Assessment (2021) (HELAA), in a wide range of locations across 
Greater Cambridge. The testing of sites through the sustainability appraisal has 
focused on reasonable alternative sites, informed by the emerging preferred 
strategy option, and the testing carried out via the HELAA as to where a site 
was suitable, available and achievable for development. The results of this 
appraisal are presented in Chapter 4 of the main SA Report and summarised 
below. 

1.20 The First Proposals document sets out proposed policy directions for a 
number of policy areas. For each policy area, the First Proposals document set 
out a summary of the preferred policy approach, why a policy on that area is 
considered necessary and the alternatives considered (including reasonable 
alternative and those considered but deemed to not be reasonable). The 
preferred policy approaches and reasonable alternatives were subject to SA 
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and the results are set out in Chapter 5 of the main SA Report and summarised 
below. 

SA Stage C: Preparing the Sustainability 
Appraisal Report 

1.21 This Non-Technical Summary summarises the process that has been 
undertaken to date in carrying out the SA of the Local Plan. It summarises the 
findings of the appraisal of the spatial distribution options, Strategic Spatial 
Options, site options, preferred policy approaches and reasonable alternatives 
to these.  

SA Stage D: Consultation on the Local 
Plan and this SA report 

1.22 The Councils are inviting comments on the Local Plan, the main SA report 
and this Non-Technical Summary. These documents are being published on the 
Greater Cambridge Shared Planning website for consultation. Comments 
received will be taken on board and addressed at the next stage of the SA and 
Local Plan process. 

SA Stage E: Monitoring implementation 
of the Local Plan 

1.23 Recommendations for monitoring the likely significant social, 
environmental and economic effects of implementing the Local Plan will be 
included at the subsequent stage of plan preparation when policies are more 
fully drafted and the likely significant effects of the plan are more certain. 
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Policy Context 

1.24 The Greater Cambridge Local Plan is not prepared in isolation, being 
greatly influenced by other plans, policies and programmes and by broader 
sustainability objectives. In line with the requirements of the SEA Regulations, 
relevant international, national, regional, sub-regional and local plans have been 
reviewed in relation to their objectives, targets and indicators. The full review is 
included in Appendix B of the main SA Report.  

1.25 There are a number of relevant international agreements, mostly relating to 
conservation and enhancement of the natural and built environment, as well as 
a commitment to tackling climate change, through the 2015 Paris Agreement. 

1.26 At the national level, the most significant policy context (other than the 
SEA Regulations) for the Local Plan is the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF). The NPPF sets out information about the purposes of local plan-
making, stating that plans should: 

 Be prepared with the objective of contributing to the achievement of 
sustainable development. 

 Be prepared positively, in a way that is aspirational but deliverable. 

 Be shaped by early, proportionate and effective engagement between 
plan-makers and communities, local organisations, businesses, 
infrastructure providers and operators and statutory consultees. 

 Contain policies that are clearly written and unambiguous, so it is evident 
how a decision maker should react to development proposals. 

 Be accessible through the use of digital tools to assist public involvement 
and policy presentation. 

 Serve a clear purpose, avoiding unnecessary duplication of policies that 
apply to a particular area (including policies in this Framework, where 
relevant). 
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1.27 The NPPF requires local planning authorities to set out the strategic 
priorities for the area in the Local Plan. This should include strategic policies to 
deliver: 

 Housing (including affordable housing), employment, retail, leisure and 
other commercial development.  

 Infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, security, waste 
management, water supply, wastewater, Flood risk and coastal change 
management, and the provision of minerals and energy (including heat). 

 Community facilities (such as health, education and cultural infrastructure). 

 Conservation and enhancement of the natural, built and historic 
environment, including landscapes and green infrastructure, and planning 
measures to address climate change mitigation and adaptation.  

1.28 The NPPF also promotes well-designed places and development, as well 
as protection and enhancing beneficial use of the Green Belt. 

1.29 Non-strategic policies should be used by local planning authorities and 
communities to set out more detailed policies for specific areas, 
neighbourhoods or types of development, including qualitative aspects such as 
design of places, landscapes, and development.  

Baseline Information and Key 
Sustainability Issues 

1.30 Baseline information provides the context for assessing the sustainability 
of proposals in and options for the Greater Cambridge Local Plan and it 
provides the basis for identifying trends, predicting the likely effects of the plan 
and monitoring its outcomes. In line with the requirements of the SEA 
Regulations, consideration has been given to the current state of the 
environment in Greater Cambridge. Detailed baseline information is presented 
in Appendix B of the main SA Report. As well as environmental issues, the 
baseline information includes a description of social and economic issues in 
Greater Cambridge. 
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1.31   The baseline information contributed to the identification of a set of key 
sustainability issues for the area, which in turn helped to develop the SA 
framework presented above. The key sustainability issues identified for Greater 
Cambridge are set out below. In line with the requirements of the SEA 
Regulations, the SA considers the likely evolution of the environment if the 
Local Plan were not to be implemented. Given that both Councils have adopted 
Local Plans, which seek to ensure development is appropriate to the area, 
serves the local population and protects important features, it has been 
assumed these would continue to be in place, at least in the short term, if the 
Greater Cambridge Local Plan were not prepared and adopted. However, 
without the Greater Cambridge Local Plan, the full development needs of the 
area may not be met, and there would be a missed opportunity to require more 
sustainable development. The main SA Report sets out more detailed 
considerations of the likely evolution without the plan for each of the key issues 
listed below. 

 Key Sustainability Issues 
 The population structure of South Cambridgeshire reflects an ageing 

population. This has the potential to result in pressure on the capacity of 
local services and facilities including healthcare and ensuring the right type 
of homes are provided. However, Cambridge has one of the ‘youngest’ 
populations in the country which needs different housing and social needs. 
To accommodate future provision of student accommodation more student 
rooms will need to be built by 2026. 

 Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire are some of the least affordable 
areas in the country outside of London. House prices in Cambridge are 
high comparable to the regional and national average and sustained 
population and employment growth has led to a housing shortage within 
Cambridge, with high house prices and low levels of housing affordability. 

 Overall, Greater Cambridge is not a deprived area. However, there are 
disparities between the least and the most deprived areas in Greater 
Cambridge. Two wards within Cambridge are within 20% of the most 
deprived in the UK. 
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 Health in Greater Cambridge is generally recorded as being at reasonably 
good level or higher. However, there are inequalities displayed between 
the most and least deprived areas of Greater Cambridge in terms of 
health. 

 The provision of green space varies throughout Greater Cambridge. For 
example, open spaces are not evenly distributed, with many suburbs 
experiencing a relative paucity of open space in comparison with the City 
Centre and the west of the City. A deficiency in recreational or open space 
provision has been identified in a number of specific areas including 
provision for informal play space and outdoor sports. There is also 
potential for new development to result in loss of access to open spaces 
and elements of green infrastructure as well as impacts upon their quality.  

 In general Greater Cambridge is a relatively safe sub-region in which to 
live. In recent years however certain types of crime such as violent crime, 
anti-social behaviour and illegal drug use have increased in Greater 
Cambridge.  

 Greater Cambridge has two AQMAs, one within South Cambridgeshire 
alongside the A14 and the other covering the entire city centre area of 
Cambridge. Residents of existing and any new nearby development could 
experience adverse health effects associated with air pollution, and also 
noise, which may be worsened by increasing levels of traffic. 

 Cambridge needs to ensure that it is able to continue its vital role as a 
world class centre for higher education, research and knowledge based 
industries as the regional, national and global economies rely on it.  

 Greater Cambridge needs to ensure a future supply of jobs and continued 
investment to ensure identified employment development opportunities are 
taken forward and deprivation issues tackled. Although the main focus of 
employment is in Cambridge, there is a need to ensure a diverse range of 
employment opportunities are available across Greater Cambridge, for 
example, in the smaller settlements. Within Cambridge, despite the focus 
on higher education, research and knowledge based industries, there is a 
need for a variety of employment opportunities, both skilled and lower-
skilled across a range of economic sectors. 
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 Significant development is planned within the realm of the Oxford-
Cambridge Arc with the role of Cambridge acting as a key component. 
However, this development must be done sustainably to ensure the long 
term success of the area.  

 Both highway and bus networks suffer from limited capacity, which is 
unlikely to be able to cater for significant increases in traffic volumes 
without worsening congestion and lengthening journey times.  

 Given the rural character of much of the South Cambridgeshire District a 
large proportion of the District’s residents drive to work and some have 
limited access to bus services and other public transport links.  

 Greater Cambridge has two AQMAs, one within South Cambridgeshire 
alongside the A14 and the other covering the entire city centre area of 
Cambridge. Additional development within Greater Cambridge has the 
potential to exacerbate air quality issues at AQMAs within Greater 
Cambridge and could have impacts on AQMAs in neighbouring authorities. 
Similarly, there is potential for a cumulative impact of development in 
neighbouring authorities alongside development in Greater Cambridge in 
terms of air quality at AQMAs in Greater Cambridge. 

 The majority of Greater Cambridge contains best and most versatile 
agricultural land with a mix of classified agricultural land, Grades 1, 2 and 
3. New development should, where possible, be delivered as to avoid the 
loss of higher grades of agricultural land. 

 The Greater Cambridge contains safeguarded mineral resources which, 
where possible, should not be lost or compromised by future growth. 

 Some of the water bodies which flow through Greater Cambridge have 
been identified by the Environment Agency as having ‘bad’ or ‘poor’ 
ecological status. There are also areas in Greater Cambridge which are 
covered by a Source Protection Zone. 

 Over-abstraction of water in this region is a key issue and action is 
required now to ensure the availability of water for future uses, including 
potable water supply and food production, without having a detrimental 
impact on the environment, as low rainfall and over abstraction in rivers is 
causing serious concern. This is likely to be exacerbated by the effects of 
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climate change, and it should be noted that there is significant cross-over 
between water resource availability and water quality.  

  While carbon emissions from all sectors have fallen in both districts since 
2005, given the rural nature of South Cambridgeshire there has been little 
progress on transport emissions, which still accounted for 53% of the total 
as of 2019. Both Councils have committed to meet net zero by 2050 at the 
latest, and to meet this will need to make significant shifts in energy 
efficiency of new and existing buildings, transport trends, and the further 
deployment of a range of renewables infrastructure.  

 The effects of climate change in Greater Cambridge are likely to result in 
extreme weather events (e.g. intense rainfall, prolonged high temperatures 
and drought) becoming more common and more intense. 

 Greater Cambridge will need to become more resilient to the increased 
risk of flooding in particular. Given the low-lying nature of the plan area, it 
is at significant risk of fluvial and surface water flooding, especially in the 
north, which is likely to be exacerbated by climate change.  

 Greater Cambridge contains and is in close proximity to a number of both 
designated and non-designated natural habitats and biodiversity. This 
includes those designated for their national and international importance. 
Not all SSSIs are in favourable condition. 

 Although designated sites represent the most valued habitats in the plan 
area, the overall ecological network is also important for biodiversity as a 
whole and helps to support the health of designated sites, allowing species 
to migrate in response to climate change. The fragmentation and erosion 
of habitats and the wider ecological network in Greater Cambridge, 
including the identified sparse woodland cover and condition of water 
bodies, is an ongoing threat to biodiversity. 

 There are many sites, features and areas of historical and cultural interest 
in the plan area, both designated and non-designated, a number of which 
are at risk and identified on the Heritage at Risk register. In the context of 
significant ongoing pressures for development locally, these assets, and 
their landscape setting, may be at risk of adverse effects from poorly 
located or designed development, particularly in areas where there is likely 
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to be a significant loss or erosion of landscape or townscape quality due to 
development. 

 Heritage assets in the plan area which are at risk from decay and neglect 
may also be affected by traffic-related impacts, including air quality and 
noise pollution.  

 While the plan area is not in close proximity to nationally designated or 
highly sensitive landscape areas, it contains a diverse range of nationally 
recognised landscape character areas that could be harmed by 
inappropriate development. For example, the fenlands on the northern 
boundary of Greater Cambridge are particularly sensitive to development. 
If development was to be allocated there it could threaten losses to a 
distinctive wetland landscape.  

 The distinct historic character of the South Cambridgeshire villages, and in 
particular the sensitive historic landscape setting of Cambridge requires 
protection as development comes forward, particularly in maintaining key 
views into Cambridge.  

Appraisal methodology 

1.32 The findings of the Sustainability Appraisal are presented as colour coded 
symbols showing an overall effect for each option against each of the SA 
objectives. The main SA Report presents these scores along with a concise 
justification for the score given, where appropriate. The use of colour coding 
and symbols allows for likely significant effects (both positive and negative) to 
be easily identified, as shown in Table 1. 

Table 1: Key to symbols and colour coding used in the SA of 
the Local Plan 

Symbol Explanation 

++ Significant positive effect likely 

++/- Mixed significant positive and minor negative effects likely 
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Symbol Explanation 

+ Minor positive effect 

+/- Mixed minor effects likely 

- Minor negative effect likely 

--/+ Mixed significant negative and minor positive effects likely 

-- Significant negative effect likely 

0 Negligible effect likely  

? Likely uncertain effect 

1.33 Where a potential positive or negative effect is uncertain, a question mark 
was added to the relevant score (e.g. +? or -?) and the score has been colour 
coded as per the potential positive, negligible or negative effect (e.g. green, 
yellow, pink etc.). 

Sustainability Appraisal Findings 

1.34 SA findings for the options considered in the SA to date are set out below. 
The SEA Regulations also require consideration of cumulative effects. This will 
be undertaken at future stages of SA, once full, draft policies have been 
prepared by the Councils. Note that this is a high-level overview only and 
should be read alongside the appraisals set out in the main report. 

Spatial Distribution Options 

1.35 The spatial distribution options were assessed in the SA of Issues and 
Options in December 2019. These are high-level options summarising different 
focuses for growth as follows: 

 Option 1: Densification. 

 Option 2: Edge of Cambridge – Outside the Green Belt. 
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 Option 3: Edge of Cambridge – Green Belt. 

 Option 4: Dispersal – new settlements. 

 Option 5: Dispersal – villages. 

 Option 6: Public transport corridors. 

1.36 A summary of the likely effects identified for each of these options is set 
out in Table 2. The full assessment can be found in the SA of Issues and 
Options (December 2019).
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Table 2: Summary of likely effects for spatial distribution options 

SA Objective Option 1 
Densification 

Option 2 
Edge of 
Cambridge – 
Outside 
Green Belt 

Option 3 
Edge of 
Cambridge – 
Green Belt 

Option 4 
Dispersal – 
new 
settlements 

Option 5 
Dispersal 
villages  

– 
Option 6 
Public 
transport 
corridors 

1. Housing ++/-? ++/-? ++? ++? ++/-? ++? 

2. Access to 
services and 
facilities 

++/- ++ ++/-? ++/-? --/+ +/- 

3. Social 
inclusion and 
equalities 

+ ++? ++/-? ++/-? +/- +/- 

4. Health ++/- ++? ++? ++? - +/- 

5. Biodiversity 
and geodiversity -? +/-? --/+? --/+? --? --? 

6. Landscape and 
townscape +/-? +/-? --? --/+? --? --? 
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SA Objective Option 1 
Densification 

Option 2 
Edge of 
Cambridge – 
Outside 
Green Belt 

Option 3 
Edge of 
Cambridge – 
Green Belt 

Option 4 
Dispersal – 
new 
settlements 

Option 5 
Dispersal 
villages  

– 
Option 6 
Public 
transport 
corridors 

7. Historic 
environment --? -? --? --? --? -? 

8. Efficient use of 
land ++ ++ -? -? -? -? 

9. Minerals -? 0 -? -? -? -? 

10. Water 0? 0 -? -? -? -? 

11. Adaptation to 
climate change -? ++/-? -? -? -? -? 

12. Climate 
change 
mitigation 

++ ++/-? ++/-? +/- -- ++/-? 

13. Air quality ++ ++/-? ++/-? +/- - ++/-? 

14. Economy --/+? ++/-? ++/-? +/-? --/+? ++/-? 

15. Employment ++/- ++/- ++/- +/-? --/+? ++/- 
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Strategic Spatial Options 

1.37 Strategic Spatial Options are non-site specific options for the overall 
distribution of development. A total of 10 Strategic Spatial Options have been 
subject to SA as follows: 

 Spatial option 1: Densification of existing urban areas. 

 Spatial option 2: Edge of Cambridge - outside Green Belt. 

 Spatial option 3: Edge of Cambridge - Green Belt. 

 Spatial option 4: Dispersal - new settlements. 

 Spatial option 5: Dispersal – villages. 

 Spatial option 6: Public transport corridors. 

 Spatial option 7: Supporting a high-tech corridor by integrating homes and 
jobs (southern cluster). 

 Spatial option 8: Expanding a growth area around transport nodes. 

 Spatial option 9: Preferred options spatial strategy (Blended strategy 
including Cambourne). 

 Spatial option 10: Blended Strategy including Edge of Cambridge: Green 
Belt. 

1.38 Strategic Spatial Options 1 to 8 were originally assessed in 2020 and three 
growth scenarios were considered for each (minimum, medium and maximum). 
As the minimum and maximum growth scenarios are not considered to be 
reasonable, only the SA findings for the medium growth scenario are 
summarised below. Strategic Spatial Options 9 and 10 are additional options, 
identified in 2021, and were only assessed against the medium+ scenario.  

1.39 For all 10 Strategic Spatial Options, the SA considered the likely effects of 
the options within the plan period (2020-2041). All options except Option 3 
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‘Edge of Cambridge – Green Belt’ and Option 5 ‘Dispersal – villages’ include 
some development that is not likely to be completed until after the plan period. 
For these options, an assessment was also carried out for when developments 
are fully built out (‘All time’). 

1.40 A summary of the likely effects identified for each Strategic Spatial Option 
for 2020-2041 is set out in Table 3 and for all time is set out in Table 4. The full 
assessments can be found in Chapter 5 and Appendix C of the main SA Report.  
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Table 3: Summary of SA effects for Strategic Spatial Options 2020-2041 

Strategic Spatial Option 
SA 1 SA 2 SA 3 SA 4 SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA  

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

1. Densification of existing 
urban areas ++? +/- +/- --

/+? 
--

/+? --/+ -- ++ --? --
/+? --/+ ++/- ++/-

- --/+ --/+ 

2. Edge of Cambridge – 
outside the Green Belt ++? +/-? +/- +/-? --

/+? --/+ --? ++/-
-? --? --

/+? +/-? --/+ --/+ --
/+? 

--
/+? 

3. Edge of Cambridge – 
Green Belt ++ +/-? +/- +/- --

/+? 
--

/+? --? --
/+? --? --

/+? 
++/-

- +/-? --
/+? +/-? +/- 

4. Dispersal -
settlements 

 new +? +/-? +/- +? --
/+? 

--
/+? --? ++/-

-? --? --
/+? 

--
/+? 

--
/+? 

--
/+? +/- +/- 

5. Dispersal - villages ++? --/+ +/-
? +/-? --? -? --? --? --? --

/+? -? -- -- +/- --/+ 

6. Public transport corridors ++? +/- +? +/- --
/+? 

--
/+? --? --

/+? --? --
/+? +/-? ++/-

-? 
--

/+? +/- +/- 

7. Supporting a high-tech 
corridor by integrating 
homes and jobs 

++? +/-? + +/- --
/+? 

--
/+? --? --? --? --

/+? +/- ++/-
? 

++/-
? +/- +/- 
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Strategic Spatial Option 
SA 1 SA 2 SA 3 SA 4 SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA  

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

8. Expanding a growth area 
around transport nodes ++ +/-? +? +/- --

/+? 
--

/+? -? --
/+? -? --

/+? -? ++/-
- 

++/-
-? --/+ --/+ 

9. Preferred options spatial 
strategy (Blended strategy 
including Cambourne) 

++? +/-? +/- --/+ --
/+? 

--
/+? -? --

/+? --? --
/+? +/-? ++/-

- 
++/-
-? +/- +/- 

10. Blended Strategy 
including Edge of 
Cambridge: Green Belt 

++? +/-? +/- --/+ --
/+? 

--
/+? -- --

/+? --? --
/+? +/-? --/+ --/+ +/- +/- 

 Table 4: Summary of SA effects for Strategic Spatial Options when fully built out (‘all time’) 

Strategic Spatial Option 
SA 1 SA 2 SA 3 SA 4 SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA  

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

1. Densification of existing 
urban areas ++ ++/- ++/

- 
++/-

- 
--

/+? --/+ -- ++ --? ++/-
-? 

++/-
- ++/- ++/-

- 
++/-

- 
++/-

- 
2. Edge of Cambridge – 
outside the Green Belt ++ ++/-

? ++ ++/-
? 

--
/+? --/+ --? ++/-

-? --? ++/-
-? 

++/-
? 

++/-
- 

++/-
- 

++/-
-? 

++/-
-? 

3. Edge of Cambridge – 
Green Belt                
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Strategic Spatial Option 
SA 1 SA 2 SA 3 SA 4 SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA  

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

4. Dispersal -
settlements 

 new ++ ++ ++/
- ++? --

/+? 
--

/+? --? ++/-
-? --? ++/-

-? 
++/-
-? 

++/-
- 

++/-
-? ++/- ++/- 

5. Dispersal - villages                
6. Public transport corridors ++ ++/- ++

? ++/- --
/+? 

--
/+? --? --

/+? --? ++/-
-? 

++/-
? 

++/-
-? 

++/-
-? ++/- ++/- 

7. Supporting a high-tech 
corridor by integrating 
homes and jobs 

++ ++/-
? ++ ++/- --

/+? 
--

/+? --? --? --? ++/-
-? ++/- ++/-

? 
++/-

? ++/- ++/- 

8. Expanding a growth area 
around transport nodes ++ ++/-

? 
++
? ++/- --

/+? --/+ -? --
/+? -? ++/-

-? +/-? ++/-
- 

++/-
- ++/- ++/- 

9. Preferred options spatial 
strategy (Blended strategy 
including Cambourne) 

++ ++/-
? 

++/
- ++/- --

/+? 
--

/+? -? --
/+? --? ++/-

-? 
++/-

? 
++/-

- 
++/-

- ++/- ++/- 

10. Blended Strategy 
including Edge of 
Cambridge: Green Belt 

++ ++/-
? 

++/
- ++/- --

/+? --/+ -- --
/+? --? ++/-

-? 
++/-

? 
++/-

- 
++/-

- ++/- ++/- 
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Site Options 

1.41 All sites were assessed in the same way, using the assumptions set out in 
Appendix D of the main SA Report. Site options were grouped by ‘source of 
supply’, drawing on the typologies included in the consideration of Strategic 
Spatial Options. These sources of supply are: 

 Densification of existing urban areas. 

 Edge of Cambridge: Green Belt. 

 Edge of Cambridge: Non Green Belt. 

 Integrating homes and jobs - Southern cluster. 

 Growth around transport nodes: Cambourne Area. 

 Dispersal: Villages. 

 Dispersal: Villages / Transport Corridors. 

1.42 A summary of the likely effects identified for each site is set out in Table 5 
to Table 11. 
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Table 5: Summary of SA findings for the Densification of existing urban areas site options 

GCSP 
ref Site Proposed use SA 

1 
SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b 

SA 
5 

SA 
6 

SA 
7 

SA 
8 

SA 
9 

SA 
10 

SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

40018 North Cambridge Academy, 
Arbury Road, Cambridge 

Residential + ++ ++? + + 0 ++ 0 0? -? 0? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 + 

40100 Cherry Hinton Telephone 
Exchange, 152 Coleridge 
Road, Cambridge 

Residential 
+ +? +? + 0 0 - 0 0? -? -? + --? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 

40103 Henry Giles House, 73-79 
Chesterton Road, Cambridge 

Residential + ++ +? + + 0 ++ 0 -? -? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 -- 

40133 Land on north side of Station 
Road, Cambridge 

Residential + ++ - + 0 0 ++ 0 -? -? --? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 -- 

40168 Land west of Baldock Way, 
Cambridge 

Residential + +? +? + 0 0 - 0 -? 0? 0? + --? 0 - ++ - - 0 ++ 

40171 Trumpington Park and Ride 
site, Trumpington 

Residential + +? +? + 0 0 + 0 -? 0? 0? + --? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 

40298 Land south of Wilberforce 
Road,  Cambridge 

Residential + -? -- 0 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? - --? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 

40385 137 Histon Road, Cambridge Residential + ++ ++? + 0 0 ++ 0 -? -? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 -- 

40390 Land at Wolfson Court, 
Clarkson Road, Cambridge 

Residential + -? - + 0 0 + 0 -? 0? -? + -? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 

40391 Land south of 8-10 Adams 
Road, Cambridge 

Residential + -? -- 0 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? - --? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 

44108 Garages between 20 St. 
Matthews Street and Blue 
Moon Public House, 
Cambridge 

Residential 
+ ++ ++? + 0 0 + 0 0? -? 0? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 ++ 

48068 Clifton Road Industrial Park, 
Cambridge 

Residential + +? - + 0 0 + 0 0? 0? -? + --? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 
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GCSP 
ref Site Proposed use SA 

1 
SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b 

SA 
5 

SA 
6 

SA 
7 

SA 
8 

SA 
9 

SA 
10 

SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

50505 Addenbrookes Hospital 
Extension, Cambridge 

Residential + -? - + 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? + --? 0 -- ++ - - 0 ++ 

51485 Land south of Bateman Street, 
Cambridge 

Residential + ++ +? + 0 0 ++ 0 -? 0? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 -- 

51605 Kett House and 10 Station 
Road, Cambridge 

Residential + ++ - + 0 0 ++ 0 0? 0? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 -- 

51615 Travis Perkins, Devonshire 
Road, Cambridge 

Residential + ++ - + 0 0 + 0 0? -? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 -- 

OS032 The Paddocks, 347 Cherry 
Hinton Road (Policy 27 - R7) 

Residential + +? +? + 0 0 ++ 0 -? 0? -? + --? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 

OS034 BT Telephone Exchange & Car 
Park, Long Road (Policy 27 - 
R14) 

Residential 
+ -? +? + 0 0 + 0 -? 0? -? + --? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 

OS035 Willowcroft, 137-143 Histon 
Road (Policy 27 - R2) 

Residential + ++ ++? + 0 0 ++ 0 -? 0? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 + 

OS038 Henry Giles House, 73-79 
Chesterton Road (Policy 27 - 
R4) 

Residential 
+ ++ +? + + 0 ++ 0 -? 0? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 -- 

OS039 Camfields Resource Centre & 
Oil Depot (Policy 27 - R5), 137-
139 Ditton Walk 

Residential 
+ -? -- + + 0 + 0 -? 0? -? + --? 0 - - - - 0 - 

OS040 149 Cherry Hinton Road and 
Telephone Ex (Policy 27 - R8) 

Residential + +? ++? + 0 0 - 0 0? 0? 0? + --? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 

OS041 Horizons Resource Centre, 285 
Coldham's Lane (Policy 27 - 
R11) 

Residential 
+ -? - + 0 0 + 0 -? 0? -? + --? 0 - + - - 0 -- 

OS042 CPDC, Foster Road (Policy 27 - 
R16) 

Residential + -? - +/0 0 0 ++ 0 -? -? -? +/- --? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 

OS045 636 - 656 Newmarket Road 
(Policy 27 - R6) 

Residential + +? - + 0 0 ++ 0 -? -? -? + --? 0 - + - - 0 - 
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GCSP 
ref Site Proposed use SA 

1 
SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b 

SA 
5 

SA 
6 

SA 
7 

SA 
8 

SA 
9 

SA 
10 

SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

OS140 Telephone Exchange south of 
1 Ditton Lane 

Residential + +? - + + 0 ++ 0 -? -? -? + --? 0 0 + - - 0 - 

40385a 137 and 143 Histon Road, 
Cambridge 

Residential + ++ ++? + 0 0 ++ 0 -? 0? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 -- 

44108a Garages between 20 St. 
Matthews Street and the Blue 
Moon Public House, 
Cambridge 

Residential 
+ ++ ++? + 0 0 + 0 0? -? 0? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 ++ 

OS036 Travis Perkins, Devonshire 
Road (Policy 27 - R9) 

Residential + ++ - + 0 0 + 0 -? 0? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 -- 

OS037 Police Station, Parkside 
(Policy 27 - M4) 

Residential + ++ ++? + 0 0 ++ 0 0? 0? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - 0 -- 

40083 Shire Hall, Castle Street, 
Cambridge 

Mixed use + ++ - + 0 0 + -? 0? -? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - + ++ 

40111 Parkside Subdivisional Police 
Headquarters, Parkside, 
Cambridge 

Mixed use 
+ ++ ++? + 0 0 + 0 0? 0? --? + --? 0 - ++ + - + ++ 

40123 Abbey Stadium, Newmarket 
Road, Cambridge 

Mixed use + +? - + + 0 - -- -? -? -? + --? 0 - + - - + ++ 

40134 Land south of Coldhams Lane, 
Cambridge 

Mixed use + -? +? +/0 0 0 + -? -? -? -? --/+ --? 0 - + - - + ++ 

40214 100-112 Hills Road, Cambridge Mixed use + +? - + 0 0 ++ 0 -? -? -? + --? 0 - ++ - - + ++ 

51486 Land at Cambridge North Mixed use + -? - + + 0 + 0 -? -? -? + --? 0 - ++ - - ++ ++ 

OS033 379 - 381 Milton Road (Policy 
27 - M1) 

Mixed use + +? - + 0 0 - 0 0? 0? -? + --? 0 - ++ - - + ++ 

OS043 Clifton Road Area (Policy 27 - 
M2) 

Mixed use + ++ +? + 0 0 + 0 -? 0? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - + ++ 

OS044 82 - 90 Hills Road & 57 - 63 
Bateman Street (Policy 27 - 
M5) 

Mixed use 
+ ++ +? + 0 0 + 0 -? 0? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - + ++ 
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GCSP 
ref Site Proposed use SA 

1 
SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b 

SA 
5 

SA 
6 

SA 
7 

SA 
8 

SA 
9 

SA 
10 

SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

OS046 315 - 349 Mill Road and 
Brookfields (Policy 27 - R21) 

Mixed use + ++ +? + 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - + ++ 

OS258 Old Press/Mill Lane, 
Cambridge 

Mixed use + ++ - + 0 0 + -? -? -? -? + --? -? - ++ + - + ++ 

OS259 New Museums, Downing 
Street, Cambridge 

Mixed use + ++ - + 0 0 + -? -? -? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - + ++ 

40083 Shire Hall, Castle Street, 
Cambridge 

Employment 0 ++ N/A + 0 0 + -? 0? -? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - + ++ 

40214 100-112 Hills Road, Cambridge Employment 0 ++ N/A + 0 0 ++ 0 -? -? -? + --? 0 - ++ + - + ++ 

40480 SJC Innovation Park, Cowley 
Road, Cambridge 

Employment 0 -? N/A + + 0 - 0 -? 0? 0? + --? 0 - ++ - - ++ ++ 

40134a Land south of Coldhams Lane, 
Cambridge 

Employment 0 -? N/A +/0 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? --/+ --? 0 - + - - ++ + 

OS123 South of Coldham's Lane Area 
of Major Change (Policy 16) 

Employment 0 -? N/A + 0 0 + -? -? 0? -? + --? -? - + - - ++ + 

Table 6: Summary of SA findings for site options in Edge of Cambridge: Green Belt 

GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

40110 Land east of Cabbage 
Moor, Great Shelford 

Residential + -? - +/0 0 0 + 0 -? --? --? --/+ --? 0 - ++ - - 0 -- 

40139 Land south of Worts 
Causeway, Cambridge 

Residential + -? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? --? -? -- --? 0 - ++ - 0 0 ++ 

40140 Land south of Babraham 
Road, Shelford Bottom 

Residential + -? -- 0 0 0 - 0 0? --? -? -- --? 0 - ++ - 0 0 ++ 

40141 Land at Chandos Farm, Residential 
Cherry Hinton Road, 
Shelford Bottom 

+ --? -- + 0 0 - 0 -? --? -? + --? 0 - ++ - 0 0 -- 
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GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

40142 Land west of Trumpington 
Road, Cambridge 

Residential + -? - +/0 0 0 + 0 -? --? -? --/+ --? 0 - ++ - - 0 ++ 

40143 Land south of 
Addenbrooke's Road, 
Trumpington 

Residential 
+ -? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? --? -? -- --? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 

40217 Land to the east of Ditton 
Lane, Fen Ditton 

Residential + +? - 0 0 0 ++ 0 0? --? -? --? --? 0 - + - 0 0 - 

40394 Land at Fen Road, 
Cambridge 

Residential + -? -- 0 0 0 + 0 -? -? --? - --? 0 -- + - 0 0 - 

40486 Land north of Huntingdon 
Road, Girton 

Residential + --? -- 0 0 0 + 0 0? --? -? - --? 0 - - - -- 0 - 

40491 Land to the west of the 
M11 and north of 
Madingley Road, 
Madingley 

Residential 
+ +? ++? 0 0 0 + 0 -? --? --? --? --? -? - ++ + - 0 ++ 

40516 West of 
Ditton. 

Ditton Lane, Fen Residential + -? +? 0 0 0 + 0 0? --? -? -- --? 0 0 + - - 0 - 

40528 Land north of Cherry 
Hinton Caravan Club, 
Limekiln Road, Cambridge 

Residential 
+ ++ +? 0 0 0 + 0 --? -? -? - --? 0 0 + + - 0 ++ 

47647 Land to the east of 
Horningsea Road, Fen 
Ditton 

Residential 
+ -? +? 0 0 0 + 0 -? --? -? -- --? 0 - + - - 0 - 

47648 Land east of Cherry Hinton 
Road and south of Worts 
Causeway, Cambridge 

Residential 
+ -? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? --? -? -- --? 0 - ++ - 0 0 ++ 

47943 Land south of Milton, 
north of A14, Milton 

Residential + +? -- 0 + 0 - 0 0? --? -? --? --? 0 - ++ - - 0 ++ 

52643 Land north of Barton Road 
and Land at Grange Farm, 
Cambridge 

Residential 
+ ++ +? +/0 0 0 + 0 -? --? -? --

?/+ --? -? - ++ + - 0 ++ 
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GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

40048 Land north of M11 and 
west of Hauxton Road, 
Trumpington 

Mixed use 
+ -? - 0 0 0 + 0 -? --? -? -- --? 0 - ++ - 0 ++ ++ 

40058 Land south of Fulbourn 
Road and north of Worts 
Causeway, known as 
Cambridge South East 

Mixed use 

+ -? - 0 0 0 + 0 -? --? -? -- --? -? - ++ - - ++ ++ 

40064 Land south of 
Addenbrooke's Road and 
east of M11, Cambridge 
South 

Mixed use 

+ ++ ++? 0 0 0 + 0 -? --? --? -- --? -? - ++ + - ++ ++ 

40087 Land at Capital Park, 
Fulbourn 

Mixed use + -? - +/0 0 0 - 0 -? --? --? +/- --? -? - + - 0 + ++ 

40096 Land north of A14 and 
south of Milton Road, 
Impington 

Mixed use 
+ ++ +? 0 0 0 ++ 0 -? --? -? -- --? 0 - ++ + - ++ ++ 

40138 Land at Granham's Road, 
Cambridge 

Mixed use + -? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? --? -? -- --? 0 - ++ - - ++ ++ 

40250 Land east of Gazelle Way 
and west of Teversham 
Road, Teversham 

Mixed use 
+ -? +? 0 0 0 - 0 -? --? --? -- --? -? - + - - ++ ++ 

40306 Land at and adjacent to 
Cambridge Airport, 
Newmarket Road, 
Cambridge 

Mixed use 

+ ++ ++? +/0 + 0 + 0 --? --? -? --/+ --? -? - + + - ++ ++ 

40492 Land cornering M11 and 
Madingley Road, 
Cambridge 

Mixed use 
+ --? - + 0 0 - 0 -? --? 0? + -? 0 - ++ - - + ++ 

OS217 Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus Extension (North 
of Granham's Road) 

Mixed use 
+ -? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? --? -? -- --? 0 0 ++ - - ++ ++ 
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GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

OS215 Cambridge South 
(Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus) - West 

Mixed use 
+ ++ ++? 0 0 0 + 0 -? --? --? -- --? -? - ++ + - ++ ++ 

OS214 Cambridge South 
(Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus) - East 

Mixed use 
+ ++ - 0 0 0 - 0 -? --? -? -- --? -? - ++ + - ++ ++ 

40096 Land north of A14 and 
south of Milton Road, 
Impington 

Employment  
0 ++ N/A 0 0 0 ++ 0 -? --? -? -- --? 0 - ++ + - ++ ++ 

OS214 Cambridge South 
(Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus) - East 

Employment 
0 ++ N/A 0 0 0 - 0 -? --? -? --/+ --? 0 - ++ + - ++ ++ 

 
Table 7: Summary of SA findings for site options in Edge of Cambridge – non-Green Belt 

GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 
1 

SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b 

SA 
5 

SA 
6 

SA 
7 

SA 
8 

SA 
9 

SA 
10 

SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

OS024 
Land between Huntington 
Road and Histon Road Residential + -? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? -? - ++ - - 0 ++ 
(SS/2) 

56251 North West Cambridge 
(Eddington) Mixed use + ++ +? 0 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? -- --? -? - ++ + - ++ ++ 

OS022 North West Cambridge 
(NW/4) Mixed use + -? ++? 0 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? -- --? -? - ++ - - ++ ++ 

OS062 North East Cambridge Area 
Action Plan Boundary Mixed use + ++ +? + + 0 ++ 0 -? 0? -? + --? -? - ++ + - ++ ++ 

OS270 Cambridge East Mixed use + ++ ++? + + 0 ++ 0 -? 0? -? + --? 0 - + - - ++ ++ 

OS055 Fulbourn Road East 
(Fulbourn) (E/3)  Employment 0 -? N/A 0 0 0 - 0 -? 0? -? -- --? -? 0 + - 0 ++ + 
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GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 
1 

SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b 

SA 
5 

SA 
6 

SA 
7 

SA 
8 

SA 
9 

SA 
10 

SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

OS056 Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus extension (E/2) Employment 0 --? N/A 0 0 0 - 0 -? 0? -? -- --? 0 - ++ - 0 ++ ++ 

OS260 Fulbourn Road West 1 & 2, 
Cambridge Employment 0 -? N/A 0 0 0 - 0 0? 0? 0? - --? 0 0 + - - ++ + 

OS161 West Cambridge (M13 
Designated Site) Employment 0 -? N/A +/0 0 0 - 0 -? -? 0? --

?/+ --? -? - ++ - - ++ ++ 

 
Table 8: Summary of SA findings for the Integrating homes and jobs – Southern cluster site options 

GCSP 
ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 

2a 
SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

40117 Land at 120 
Cambridge Road,
Great Shelfor

 
d 

Residential 
+ -? -- +/0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? --/+ --? 0 - ++ - - 0 -- 

40118 Land west of High 
Street, Great Abington 

Residential + --? +? +/0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? --
?/+ --? -? 0 + - - 0 ++ 

40150 Land South of 
Common Lane, 
Sawston 

Residential 
+ -? - +/0 0 0 - 0 0? 0? -? --

?/+ --? -? - - - - 0 -- 

40165 Whittlesford Highways 
Depot, Station Road, 
Whittlesford 

Residential 
+ --? -- + 0 0 - 0 0? 0? -? + --? -? 0 ++ - - 0 -- 

40256 Land on the north side 
of Pampisford Road, 
Great Abington 

Residential 
+ --? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? -? 0 + - - 0 - 

40336 Land off Balsham 
Road, Linton 

Residential + -? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? --? --? -? - + - - 0 - 

40509 Land to the south of 
Babraham Road and 

Residential + -? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? -? 0 ++? - - 0 - 
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GCSP 
ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 

2a 
SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

east of site H1c, 
Sawston 

40525 Land at Common 
Lane, Sawston 

Residential + ++ - 0 0 0 ++ 0 -? 0? -? --? --? -? - + + - 0 + 

40558 Land at Maarnford 
Farm, Hunts Road, 
Duxford 

Residential 
+ --? +? 0 0 0 + 0 0? -? -? -- --? -? 0 + - - 0 ++ 

OS030 Land south of 
Babraham Road,
Sawston (H/1(c

 
)) 

Residential 
+ -? +? 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? --? - ++? - 0 0 - 

OS216 Land between Hinton 
Way and Mingle Lane, 
Great Shelford 

Residential 
+ -? -- 0 0 0 + 0 -? 0? -? -- --? 0 - ++ + - 0 + 

40534 Deal Farm, Cambridge 
Road, Sawston 

Mixed use + -? +? +/0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? --/+ --? 0 0 ++? - - + ++ 

51657 Land north of A505 - 
Site A1 (east of Hill 
Farm Road), Duxford 

Mixed use 
+ --? -- 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? -? 0 ++ - - + ++ 

51660 Land north of A505 - 
Site A2 (east of M11 
and west of Hill Farm 
Road), Duxford 

Mixed use 

+ --? -- +/0 0 0 - 0 -? 0? -? --/+ --? -? 0 + - - + ++ 

51604a The Babraham 
Research Campus, 
Cambridge 

Mixed use 
+ --? +? +/0 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? --/+ --? 0 - ++? - - ++ ++ 

40125 Comfort Cafe, Four 
Wentways, Little 
Abington 

Employment 
0 --? N/A + 0 0 - 0 0? 0? -? + --? -? 0 ++? - - + + 

40534 Deal Farm, Cambridge 
Road, Sawston 

Employment 0 -? N/A +/0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? --/+ --? 0 0 ++? - - + + 

51660 Land north of A505 - 
Site A2 (east of M11 

Employment 0 --? N/A +/0 0 0 - 0 -? 0? -? --/+ --? -? 0 + - - ++ + 
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GCSP 
ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 

2a 
SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

and west of Hill Farm 
Road), Duxford 

OS208 Dales Manor Business 
Park [element of site 
not included in 
HELAA OSOS 
Employment 
Allocation] 

Employment 

0 -? N/A + 0 0 - 0 -? 0? 0? + --? -? - ++? - - ++ + 

51604 The Babraham 
Research Campus, 
Cambridge 

Employment 
0 --? N/A +/0 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? --/+ --? --? - ++? - - ++ + 

40125 Comfort Cafe, Four 
Wentways, Little 
Abington 

Employment 
0 --? N/A + 0 0 - 0 0? 0? -? + --? -? 0 ++? - - + ++ 

 
Table 9: Summary of SA findings for the Growth around transport nodes: Cambourne Area site options 

GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

40131 Land west of Broadway, 
South of Beaufort Road, 

Residential 
+ ++ +? 0 0 0 + 0 -? --? -? -- 0 -? - ++? + - 0 + 

Cambourne 

40132 Land south of School Lane, 
east of A1198, Cambourne 

Residential + ++ +? 0 0 0 - -? -? --? --? -- --? -? - ++? + - 0 ++ 

40447 Land at Grange 
Caxton 

Farm, Residential + -? +? 0 0 0 + 0 -? --? -? -- --? -? - ++? - - 0 - 

48054 Land at Vine Farm and to 
the south of Caxton, Caxton 

Residential + +? ++? 0 0 0 - 0 -? --? -? -- --? -? - ++? + - 0 - 

48096 Land at Crow's Nest Farm, 
Papworth Everard 

Residential + -? +? 0 0 0 - 0 -? --? -? -- 0 -? - + - - 0 - 
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GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

51601 Land south of A428 and 
west of the A1198, Caxton 

Residential + +? ++? 0 0 0 + 0 -? --? --? -- 0 -? - ++? + - 0 - 

51612 Land north east of Bourn Residential + +? +? 0 0 0 + 0 -? --? -? -- --? -? - - + - 0 - 

51668 Land north and south of 
Cambridge Rd, Eltisley 

Residential + +? ++? 0 0 0 + 0 -? --? -? -- 0 -? - + + - 0 - 

40076 Land south west of Caxton 
Gibbet 

Mixed use + --? -- 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- 0 0 0 + - - ++ ++ 

40114 Land north of Cambourne, 
Knapwell 

Mixed use + ++ ++? 0 0 0 + 0 --? --? --? -- 0 -? - ++? + - + ++ 

56461 Land at Crow Green, north-
east of Caxton Gibbet 

Employment 0 --? N/A +/0 0 0 - 0 -? --? -? --/+ 0 0 - + - 0 ++ + 

 
Table 10: Summary of SA findings for site options for Dispersal: Villages 

GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 
2a SA 2b SA 

3a 
SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

40014 Oakington Road, 
Cottenham Residential + -? - + 0 0 - 0 -? 0? 0? + 0 0 0 + - - 0 -- 

40108 Land to the rear of 38 Residential 
Histon Road, + -? +? 0 0 0 - 0 0? -? -? - 0 0 - + - - 0 - 
Cottenham 

40163 Gamlingay First 
School, Green End, 

Residential 
+ +? +? + 0 0 + -? -? -? -? + 0 -? - + - - 0 - 

Gamlingay 

40164 Land west of South 
End, Bassingbourn 

Residential + +? +? 0 0 0 - 0 0? -? -? -- --? 0 - + - - 0 - 

40179 Land at Belsar Farm, Residential 
Sponge Drove, 
Willingham 

+ -? -- 0 0 0 + 0 -? 0? -? -- --? 0 - + - - 0 - 
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GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 
2a SA 2b SA 

3a 
SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

40215 The Moor, Moor Lane, 
Melbourn 

Residential + -? +? 0 0 0 - 0 -? 0? 0? -- --? 0 - - - - 0 ++ 

40251 Land at Beach Road, 
Cottenham 

Residential + -? - 0 0 0 + 0 0? -? -? -- 0 0 - + - - 0 - 

40253 Land at Bennell Farm 
(west), West Street, 
Comberton 

Residential 
+ -? +? 0 0 0 + 0 -? -? 0? -- --? 0 - + - - 0 - 

40271 Land east of Balsham 
Road, Fulbourn 
(40271) 

Residential 
+ -? - 0 0 0 + 0 -? 0? -? - --? -? - - - - 0 - 

40272 Land east of Balsham 
Road, Fulbourn 
(40272) 

Residential 
+ -? - 0 0 0 + 0 -? 0? -? - --? -? - - - - 0 - 

40286 Bird Farm, Cambridge 
Road, Fulbourn 

Residential + -? - 0 0 0 ++ 0 -? -? -? -- --? --? 0 + - - 0 - 

40296 Land to the south of 
Oakington Road, 
Cottenham 

Residential 
+ -? +? 0 0 0 - 0 0? -? -? -- 0 0 - + - - 0 - 

40329 Land to the west of 
Oakington Road, 
Girton 

Residential 
+ --? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? - --? -? - + - - 0 - 

40345 Ely Road, Milton Residential + -? - +/0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? --/+ --? 0 - ++? - - 0 - 

40468 Land south of Priest 
Lane, Willingham 

Residential + -? - 0 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? -- --? 0 - + - - 0 - 

40489 Land to the west of 
Cambridge Road, 
Melbourn (40489) 

Residential 
+ -? +? 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? 0 - + - - 0 ++ 

40490 Land to the west of 
Cambridge Road, 
Melbourn (40490) 

Residential 
+ -? +? 0 0 0 - 0 -? 0? -? -- --? 0 - + - - 0 ++ 
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GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 
2a SA 2b SA 

3a 
SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

40549 Land off Bourney's 
Manor Close, 
Willingham 

Residential 
+ +? - 0 0 0 ++ 0 -? -? -? -- --? -? - + - - 0 - 

40555 Cockerton Road, 
Girton 

Residential + --? +? 0 0 0 + 0 0? -? -? -- --? 0 - + - - 0 - 

47903 Land south of 
Cambridge Road, 
Melbourn 

Residential 
+ -? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? 0 - + - - 0 ++ 

56169 29 Station Rd, 
Shepreth 

Residential + --? -- + 0 0 - 0 0? -? 0? + --? 0 - ++ - - 0 -- 

OS154 Land adj (north) to 69 
Long Road, 
Comberton 

Residential 
+ -? - 0 0 0 - 0 0? 0? -? -- --? 0 - - - - 0 - 

51649 Land to the north 
Meadow Road, 
Willingham 

of Residential 
+ +? +? 0 0 0 - 0 -? 0? -? -- --? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 

40028 Land west of Church 
Street, Haslingfield 

Mixed use + --? - 0 0 0 + 0 -? 0? -? --? --? 0 - + - 0 + ++ 

40109 Hall Farm, Teversham Mixed use + --? +? +/0 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? --/+ --? 0 - + - - + ++ 

40151 Ramphill Farm, 
Rampton Road, 
Cottenham 

Mixed use 
+ -? - +/0 0 0 - 0 -? 0? -? --/+ 0 0 0 + - - + ++ 

40158 Madingley Mulch, 
Madingley Road, 
Cambridge 

Mixed use 
+ --? -- +/0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? --/+ -? 0 0 ++? - - + ++ 

40384 Old Highways Depot, 
Twenty Pence Lane, 
Cottenham 

Mixed use 
+ -? -- + 0 0 - 0 -? 0? -? + -? 0 - + - - + ++ 

40427 Land off Longstanton 
Road, Over 

Mixed use + --? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? 0 - - - - + ++ 
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GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 
2a SA 2b SA 

3a 
SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

40544 Land at Potton Road, 
Gamlingay 

Mixed use + -? -- 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? --? -? -? 0 - - - + ++ 

45107 Land to the south of 
the A14 Services, 
Boxworth 

Mixed use 
+ --? -- + 0 0 - 0 -? -? 0? + 0 0 - - - - ++ ++ 

OS009 Land To The South Of 
Station Road, 
Gamlingay, Sandy, 
Beds SG19 3HE 

Mixed use 

+ +? - 0 0 0 + -? -? -? 0? --? --? -? - + - 0 + ++ 

40490a Land to the west of 
Cambridge Road, 
Melbourn 

Mixed use 
+ -? +? 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? 0 - + - - + ++ 

40158 Madingley Mulch, 
Madingley Road, 
Cambridge 

Employment 
0 --? N/A +/0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? --/+ -? 0 0 ++? - - + + 

40384 Old Highways Depot, 
Twenty Pence Lane, 
Cottenham 

Employment 
0 -? N/A + 0 0 - 0 -? 0? -? + -? 0 - + - - + + 

40427 Land off Longstanton 
Road, Over 

Employment 0 --? N/A 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? 0 - - - - ++ + 

40544 Land at Potton Road, 
Gamlingay 

Employment 0 -? N/A 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? --? -? -? 0 - - - + + 

45107 Land to the south of 
the A14 Services, 
Boxworth 

Employment 
0 --? N/A + 0 0 - 0 -? -? 0? + 0 0 - - - - ++ + 

OS057 Over, Norman Way 
(residue) (Policy 
E/5(1)) 

Employment 
0 --? N/A 0 0 0 - 0 -? 0? -? -- --? 0 - - - 0 + + 

OS250 Land to the south of 
the A14 Services 

Employment 0 --? N/A +/0 0 0 - 0 -? -? 0? --?/+ 0 0 - - - - ++ + 

OS254 Bayer CropScience 
Site, Hauxton 

Employment 0 --? N/A + 0 0 - 0 0? 0? -? + --? -? - + - - + + 
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Table 11: Summary of SA findings for site options for Dispersal: Villages / Transport Corridors 

GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

40071 Land on the south side 
of Cambridge Road, 
Waterbeach 

Residential + +? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? -? - ++ - - 0 - 

40102 93 Impington 
Impington 

Lane, Residential + ++ +? + 0 0 + 0 0? -? -? + --? 0 0 ++ + - 0 ++ 

40277 Land at Fenny Lane 
Farm, Meldreth 

Residential + --? - +/0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? --/+ --? 0 0 ++ - - 0 - 

40284 44 North End and Land 
at Bury End Farm, North 
End, Meldreth 

Residential 
+ --? -- + 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? + --? 0 0 ++ - - 0 -- 

40338 Land off Whitecroft 
Road, Meldreth 

Residential + --? +? 0 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? -- --? 0 - ++ - 0 0 - 

40382 19a Fowlmere Road, 
Foxton 

Residential + --? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? 0 0 ++ - - 0 - 

40409 Land r,o no. 7 St 
Georges Close, 
Impington 

Residential 
+ -? +? 0 0 0 - 0 0? -? -? - --? 0 - + - - 0 - 

40414 Land east of Cambridge 
Road, Hardwick 

Residential + --? +? 0 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? -- 0 0 - ++? - - 0 - 

40415 Land north of Home 
Close and west of Moat 
Way, Swavesey 

Residential 
+ +? ++? 0 0 0 - 0 0? -? -? --? --? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 

40418 Land off 
Foxton 

Royston Road, Residential + --? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? 0 - ++ - - 0 - 

40518 Land south of Hattons 
Road, east of Home Farm 
Drive, Longstanton 

Residential 
+ --? +? 0 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? --? --? -? - + - - 0 - 
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GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

47535 Willow Tree Stables, 110-
112 Whitecroft Road, 
Meldreth 

Residential 
+ --? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- --? 0 - ++ - 0 0 - 

56132 Land to the rear of 124 
High Street, Meldreth 

Residential + --? - 0 0 0 + 0 -? -? -? -- --? 0 0 ++ - - 0 - 

OS157 Land West of Over Road, 
Longstanton 

Residential + --? - +/0 0 0 + 0 -? 0? -? --
?/+ -? -? - + - - 0 - 

40190a Land at Mansel Farm, 
Station Road, Oakington 

Residential + --? - 0 0 0 - 0 0? -? -? --? --? 0 - ++ - 0 0 - 

51599a Land at Highfields 
(phase 2), Caldecote 

Residential + --? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? 0? 0? --? 0 0 - ++? - - 0 ++ 

OS219 East of bypass, 
Longstanton 

Residential + -? - 0 0 0 - 0 -? 0? -? --? --? 0 - - - - 0 - 

40224 Land to the north of St 
Neots Road, Hardwick Mixed use + --? -- 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- 0 0 - ++? - - + ++ 

40260 Land at Evolution 
Business Park, Milton 
Road, Impington 

Mixed use 
+ --? - +/0 0 0 - 0 -? -? 0? --/+ --? 0 - - - - + ++ 

40455 Land adj to Buckingway 
Business Park, 
Swavesey 

Mixed use 
+ --? -- 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? 0? --? 0 0 - - - 0 + ++ 

40550 Land between A428 and 
St Neots Road, Hardwick 

Mixed use + --? -- 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? 0? -- 0 0 - ++? - - + ++ 

51607 Scotland Farm, Dry 
Drayton 

Mixed use + --? -- 0 0 0 - 0 0? -? -? -- 0 0 - ++? - - + ++ 

56211 Land to the south of 
Denny End Road, 
Waterbeach 

Mixed use 
+ +? - 0 0 0 - 0 0? -? -? -- --? 0 - ++ - 0 + ++ 

40224 Land to the north of St 
Neots Road, Hardwick Employment 0 --? N/A 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? -? -- 0 0 - ++? - - ++ + 
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GCSP ref Site Proposed use SA 1 SA 
2a 

SA 
2b 

SA 
3a 

SA 
3b 

SA 
3c 

SA 
4a 

SA 
4b SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA 

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12a 

SA 
12b 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

40260 Land at Evolution 
Business Park, Milton 
Road, Impington 

Employment 
0 --? N/A +/0 0 0 - 0 -? -? 0? --/+ --? 0 - - - - + + 

40455 Land adj to Buckingway 
Business Park, 
Swavesey 

Employment 
0 --? N/A 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? 0? --? --? 0 - - - 0 + + 

40550 Land between A428 and 
St Neots Road, Hardwick 

Employment 0 --? N/A 0 0 0 - 0 -? -? 0? -- 0 0 - ++? - - + + 

51607 Scotland Farm, Dry 
Drayton 

Employment 0 --? N/A 0 0 0 - 0 0? -? -? -- 0 0 - ++? - - ++ + 

OS058 Longstanton: N of 
Hattons Road (Policy 
E/4(1)) 

Employment 
0 --? N/A 0 0 0 - 0 -? --? -? --? -? 0 - + - 0 ++ + 
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Preferred Policy Approaches and 
Reasonable Alternatives  

1.43 Table 12 shows a summary of SA effects for the preferred policy 
approaches. The reasonable alternatives to the preferred policy approaches 
generally consisted of not including the policy, or part of the policy, or including 
either a more or less stringent policy. ‘No policy’ was only considered to be a 
reasonable alternative for some policies, as for many policies national guidance 
requires local plans to address the issue, or there is a need to address a 
specific issue within Greater Cambridge. All reasonable alternative ‘no policy’ 
options were considered to have no effect on any of the SA objectives, as ‘no 
policy’ reflects the likely baseline without the plan (which is what the SA 
considers effects on). Where other reasonable alternatives were considered, 
they generally performed similarly to, or worse than, the preferred approach. 
The full assessment of preferred policy approaches and their reasonable 
alternatives is set out in Chapter 5 of the main SA Report. 

1.44 Overall, the proposed direction of the Local Plan performs well in 
sustainability terms. There is a strong focus on providing an appropriate amount 
of development and in particular a variety of housing types and tenures, to meet 
the needs of a broad range of people. Whilst this level of growth will inevitably 
increase vehicular traffic, the spatial strategy and policies have a strong 
emphasis on minimising carbon emissions, particularly through minimising the 
need to travel, using land efficiently and making the most of existing and 
planned sustainable transport links. This does however, lead to potential risks 
for the historic townscape of Cambridge, but this can likely be mitigated by 
considerate layout and design of development. Overall, the proposed policy 
directions presented in the First Proposals document set a direction for a plan 
that will contribute to the strong economy of Cambridge city and the economic 
and academic role of the area in the wider sub-region, whilst creating pleasant, 
healthy and accessible places for people to live. 
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Table 12: Summary of SA effects for preferred policy approaches  

Policy 
SA 1 SA 2 SA 

3 
SA 4 SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA  

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

Vision ++ 0 + + ++ + + 0 0 0 0 ++ + ++ ++ 
Aims ++ + ++ ++ ++ + + 0 0 + ++ ++ + ++ ++ 
S/JH: New jobs and homes ++ +/-? + +/-? --

/+? 
--

/+? --? +/-? -? --? -? --
/+? 

--
/+? ++ ++ 

S/DS: Development strategy ++? +/-? +/- --/+ --
/+? 

++/-
-? -? --

/+? --? --
/+? +/-? ++/-

- 
++/-

- +/- +/- 

S/SH: Settlement hierarchy ++ ++ 0 0 +/-? +/-? -? --
/+? -? -? -? +/-? --

/+? + + 

S/SB: Settlement boundaries + + 0 0 + + + + 0 0 0 + + 0 0 
S/NEC: North East 
Cambridge ++ ++ + ++ --? ++ 0 ++ ++ -? +? ++/- ++/- ++? ++ 

S/AMC: Areas of Major 
Change ++ ++ + 0 +/-? +/-? +/-? ++ 0 0 0 +/- +/- ++ ++ 

S/OA: Opportunity areas in 
Cambridge ++ ++ + + +/-? +/-? +/-? ++ 0 0 +/- +/- +/- ++ ++ 



Non-Technical Summary 

Greater Cambridge Local Plan: First Proposals  46 

Policy 
SA 1 SA 2 SA 

3 
SA 4 SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA  

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

S/LAC: Land allocations in 
Cambridge + ++?/

--? 
+/
0 

++/-
? +/-? +/-? --? --/+ --? -? -- ++/- - ++ ++/-

- 
S/CE: Cambridge East ++ ++ + ++ +/-? 0? -? + --? 0 +/- ++/- ++/- ++ ++ 
S/NWC: North West 
Cambridge +? + 0? 0? 0? -? 0? + 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 

S/CBC: Cambridge 
Biomedical Campus 
(including Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital) 

+ +/-? 0 ++ +/-? --
?/+ -? -- --? 0 + ++/- ++/- ++ ++ 

S/WC: West Cambridge + + 0? + 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? + + + + 
S/EOC: Other Existing 
Allocations on the Edge of 
Cambridge 

+ -? 0 - -? -? -? -- --? -? - ++/- - ++ ++ 

S/CB: Cambourne ++? ++/-
? + +/-? ++/-

-? 
++/-
-? -? --? -? --/+ +/- ++/-

? 
++/-

? ++? ++? 

S/NS: Existing new 
settlements 0? +? 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 0? 

S/GC: Genome Campus, 
Hinxton 0 + + 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 
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Policy 
SA 1 SA 2 SA 

3 
SA 4 SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA  

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

S/BRC: Babraham Research 
Campus 0 --? +/

0 + + +/-? +/-? --/+ --? --? - ++?
/- +/- ++ + 

S/RSC: Village allocations in 
the Rural Southern Cluster + --

?/+? +? +/- -? +/-? +/-? --/+ --? --? - ++?
/- - + ++/- 

S/SCP: Policy areas in the 
Rural Southern Cluster + +? 0 0 0 +? + ++ ++ 0 0 +?/-

? 
+?/-

? + + 

S/RRA: Allocations in the 
rest of the rural area + --/+ + - +/-? +/-? +/-? --/+ --? -? +/- - - ++ ++/- 

S/RRP: Policy areas in the 
rest of the rural area  + + + +? 0 +/-? +/-? ++ 0 0 0 0 0 +? +? 

CC/NZ: Net zero carbon new 
buildings 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ + 0 0 

CC/WE: Water efficiency in 
new developments 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 ++? 0 0 0 0 0 

CC/DC: Designing for a 
changing climate 0 0 + + + + 0 0 0 0 ++ + 0 0 0 

CC/FM: Flooding and 
integrated water 
management 

0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 + ++ 0 0 0 0 

CC/RE: Renewable energy 
projects and infrastructure 0 0 0 +? +? +? +? 0 0 +? 0 ++? 0 0 0 
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Policy 
SA 1 SA 2 SA 

3 
SA 4 SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA  

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

CC/CE: Reducing waste and 
supporting the circular 
economy 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 

CC/CS: Supporting land-
based carbon sequestration 0 0 0 + ++ 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 

BG/BG: Biodiversity and 
geodiversity 0 +? 0 +? ++ 0 0 0 0 0 +? 0 0 0 0 

BG/GI: Green infrastructure 0 + + + ++ ++ + 0 0 ++ + + 0 + 0 
BG/TC: Improving tree 
canopy cover and the tree 
population 

0 0 0 + ++ + + 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 

BG/RC: River corridors 0 0 + + ++ ++ + 0 0 ++ + 0 0 + 0 
BG/PO: Protection of open 
spaces 0 + + + +? + 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 

BG/EO: Providing and 
enhancing open spaces 0 ++ + ++ + + 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 

WS/HD: Creating healthy 
new developments 0 + + ++ +? 0 0 0 0 +? +? ++ ++ 0 +? 

WS/CF: Community, sports, 
and leisure facilities 0 ++ ++ ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 
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Policy 
SA 1 SA 2 SA 

3 
SA 4 SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA  

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

WS/MU: Meanwhile uses 
during long term 
redevelopments 

0 ++? ++ 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

WS/IO: Creating inclusive 
employment and business 
opportunities through new 
developments 

0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 

WS/HS: 
safety 

Pollution, health and 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 

GP/PP: People and place 
responsive design 0 0 ++ ++ + ++ + 0 0 0 + ++ + + 0 

GP/LC: Protection and 
enhancement of landscape 
character 

0 0 0 + + ++ + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

GP/GB: Protection and 
enhancement of the 
Cambridge Green Belt 

-? + 0 0 + ++ + +? 0 0 0 0 0 -? 0 

GP/QD: Achieving high 
quality development 0 + + + 0 ++ + 0 0 0 0 +/- + +? 0 

GP/QP: Establishing high 
quality landscape and public 
realm 

0 + + + + ++ + 0 0 0 + + + 0 0 
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Policy 
SA 1 SA 2 SA 

3 
SA 4 SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA  

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

GP/HA: Conservation and 
enhancement of heritage 
assets 

0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

GP/CC: Adapting heritage 
assets to climate change 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 ++ ++ 0 0 0 

GP/PH: Protection of public 
houses 0 + + 0 0 +? +? 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 

J/NE: New employment 
development proposals 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 

J/RE: Supporting the rural 
economy 0 0 0 0 +? +? +? ++ 0 +? 0 +? 0 ++ 0 

J/AL: Protecting the best 
agricultural land 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

J/PB: Protecting existing 
business space 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 

J/RW: Enabling remote 
working 0 +/- + + 0 + 0 +? 0 0 0 + + + ++ 

J/AW: Affordable workspace 
and creative industries 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 

J/EP: Supporting a range of 
facilities in employment 
parks 

0 + + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + + 0 
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Policy 
SA 1 SA 2 SA 

3 
SA 4 SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA  

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

J/RC: Retail and centres 0 ++ 0 +? 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 
J/VA: Visitor 
accommodation, attractions 
and facilities 

+ 0 0 0 0 + + + 0 0 0 ++/-
? 

++/-
? + + 

J/FD: Faculty development 
and specialist/language 
schools 

+ + 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + + 0 + 

H/AH: Affordable housing ++ 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
H/ES: Exception sites for 
affordable housing ++ -? ++ -? 0 0 0 -? 0 0 -? -? -? 0 0 

H/HM: Housing mix ++ 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
H/HD: Housing density + + 0 + 0 +? +? + 0 0 0 + + 0 0 
H/GL: Garden land and 
subdivision of existing plots 0 0 0 + + + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

H/SS: Residential space 
standards and accessible 
homes 

++ 0 ++ ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

H/SH: Specialist housing 
and homes for older people ++ +? ++ 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Policy 
SA 1 SA 2 SA 

3 
SA 4 SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA  

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

H/CB: Self and custom-build 
homes ++ 0 + 0 0 -? 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

H/BR: Build to Rent Homes ++ 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
H/MO: Houses in multiple 
occupation (HMOs) + 0 ++ ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

H/SA: Student 
accommodation + + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 

H/DC: Dwellings in the 
countryside + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 

H/RM: Residential moorings + 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
H/RC: 
sites 

Residential caravan + 0 ? ? 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

H/GT: Gypsy and Traveller 
and Travelling Showpeople 
sites 

+ + + + 0 + + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

H/CH: Community-led 
housing + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

I/ST: Sustainable Transport 
and Connectivity 0 ++ + ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ + + 

I/EV: Parking and Electric 
Vehicles 0 + + + 0 +/-? 0 0 0 0 0 ++/- ++/- 0 0 
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Policy 
SA 1 SA 2 SA 

3 
SA 4 SA 5 SA 6 SA 7 SA 8 SA 9 SA  

10 
SA 
11 

SA 
12 

SA 
13 

SA 
14 

SA 
15 

I/FD: Freight and Delivery 
Consolidation 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 0 0 

I/SI: Safeguarding important 
infrastructure 0 0 0 0 0? 0 0 0 0 0 0 +? +? + 0 

I/AD: Aviation Development 0 0 0 + +? +? +? +? 0 0 +? - - + 0 
I/EI: Energy Infrastructure 
Masterplanning 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 0 0 

I/ID: Infrastructure and 
Delivery 0 ++ +? + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + + + 

I/DI: Digital infrastructure 0 ++ ++ ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + ++ ++ 
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Recommendations 

1.45 The SA assessments identified a number of recommendations for the 
Councils to consider when preparing draft policies in order to minimise potential 
negative effects of the Local Plan and maximise the number, magnitude and 
likelihood of positive effects of the Local Plan. These recommendations are set 
out in Chapter 5 of the main SA Report. These include referencing the 
mitigation hierarchy, ensuring environmental improvements are resilient to the 
impacts of climate change and ensuring policies are specific about the 
circumstances in which they apply. 

Next Steps 

1.46 This Non-Technical Summary and the Sustainability Appraisal Report to 
which this Non-Technical Summary refers will be available for consultation 
alongside the Local Plan First Proposals document. Following this consultation, 
the responses received and the findings of the Sustainability Appraisal will be 
considered and incorporated into the next iteration of the Local Plan and 
accompanying SA. 

LUC 

October 2021 
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