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Tell us what you think

We want to hear views from as many people as possible and we want it to
be easy for you to tell us what you think.

How to comment

Please comment online via our website, www.greatercambridgeplanning.org. If you have
difficulty commenting online, or you need information in a different format, please let us know
and we will be happy to assist.

The closing date for receipt of comments is Monday 13 December 2021 at 5pm.
If you are an individual and you want to tell us your personal views, either:

®  Take our quick online survey via our website — this is anonymous, so we won’t be able to
follow up with you afterwards, and you will be limited in the word count for each answer.
The survey doesn’t cover every aspect of the plan — it is focused on the areas where
your views will make the most difference to how the Plan develops.

B Login (or register if you haven’t already) and comment on individual policies or site
proposals via the digital version of the Plan on our consultation system. This allows you
to leave longer comments and add attachments, and it means we can get in touch with
you if we have any questions. For more about how to use this site, read our Help page.

® [f you want to be kept up to date about the development of the Local Plan, please sign
up. We hold your data securely and in line with our privacy policy.

If you represent a group, such as a parish council or residents association; if you represent a
developer or landowner; or if you are a statutory consultee:

® Please login (or register if you haven't already) and comment on individual policies
or site proposals via the digital version of the Plan on our consultation system. You
can comment on as all or just some parts of the Plan, and you can add attachments.
This means that we can get back in touch with you if we have questions about your
comments.

®  We would prefer it if you did not email us comments, as this can make it difficult for
us to know what policy or site you are commenting on, and therefore how to take your
comments into account. If you have difficulty using the online system, please let us know
and we will be happy to assist.

® Please do not use the anonymous survey, because we may need to ask for more detail
on your answers.
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We will take all comments into account while developing the next version of the Plan, and we
will report on this in the Consultation Statement which is updated at each stage. It is always
the substance of comments that is considered, and not who submitted it, but comments need
to be relevant to the Plan.

Responses, including names for comments submitted by registered users, will be available
to view on the Councils’ websites. Our privacy notice for planning policy consultations

and notifications sets out how your personal data will be used and by whom. For more
information please view our privacy statement.

If you want to know more about how to comment and how we take comments into account,
please join our webinar about the comment process.

Join an event

We are holding online events and meeting with groups across Greater Cambridge to explain
our proposals and hear what you think. Public events will be listed on our website.

Need help?

If you are having difficulty commenting, or need this information in a different format, please
email us at localplan@agreatercambridgeplanning.org, call us on 01954 713183 or write to
us at Greater Cambridge Shared Planning, Planning Policy Team; Cambridge City Council;
PO Box 700; Cambridge; CB1 0JH

If you would like to read a paper copy of our proposals, these can be read at the following
locations:

Locations for deposit copies will be added after the committee stage and in line with
COVID-19 guidance applicable at the time.

We can post you a printed copy of our proposals, but there is a charge as the document

is over 300 pages long and we want to minimise our use of paper in line with our climate

change commitments. If you genuinely need a printed copy, please get in touch using the
contact details above.

11
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1. About the Plan

1.1 What is the Greater Cambridge
Local Plan?

Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council (referred to as ‘the
Councils’ in this consultation) are working together to create a joint Local Plan for the two
areas — which we are referring to as Greater Cambridge. This will ensure that there is a
consistent approach to planning, and the same planning policies, where appropriate, across
both areas.

A Local Plan is a legal document that the Councils are required to prepare, which sets out
the future land use and planning policies for the area over a set time frame. It identifies the
need for new homes and jobs, and the services and infrastructure to support them, and
guides where this development should happen.

In the past the Councils have produced separate Local Plans, but with a shared development
strategy, including a number of development sites straddling the administrative boundary.
This time we intend to prepare a single Local Plan for both council areas. We committed

to do this when we signed up to the City Deal in 2014, which will bring in up to £500m over

a 15-year period from central government towards transport and infrastructure projects
managed by the Greater Cambridge Partnership.

Both Councils adopted their current Local Plans in 2018. These included a commitment to an
early review, in particular to update the assessment of housing needs, to review the progress
of delivering planned developments including new settlements, and to consider the needs

of caravan dwellers and government changes to the approach to planning for Gypsies and
Travellers. When adopted, the Greater Cambridge would replace both Council’s 2018 local
plans. The adopted 2018 Local Plans remain in force until they are replaced.

Local Plan preparation follows a process set out in national legislation and guidance and
is independently tested at a public examination to check it is ‘sound’ — this means that it is
realistic, deliverable and based on good evidence — before it can be formally adopted.

Local Plans are key in making decisions on future planning applications in the area,
alongside national planning policy and other supplementary guidance.

12
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1.2 How does it fit with other plans and
strategies?

Peterborough
%

X
Bury St
Edmunds

Cambridge
x

X
Chelmsford

Figure 1. Greater Cambridge in the wider region

Our new Local Plan needs be prepared within a wider regional context. We have a legal
duty to cooperate with key stakeholders and surrounding areas on strategic cross boundary
issues. You can find more information in our Duty to Cooperate Compliance Statement and
Statement of Common Ground.

We work closely with bodies like the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority,
who are the Local Transport Authority responsible for preparing the Local Transport Plan for
the county, and Cambridgeshire County Council, who are responsible for a range of issues
such as education.

At a very local level, Neighbourhood Plans continue to be prepared in Greater Cambridge. At
time of writing there are four plans which have been prepared and endorsed by communities,
which now form part of the statutory development plan for the area. A number of villages

are producing plans, and you can find out more on our neighbourhood planning website.
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Figure 2: Greater Cambridge and its neighbouring local authorities

The OxCam Arc

The OxCam Arc is a globally significant area including the counties between Oxford, Milton
Keynes and Cambridge, identified as a key priority by the government.

The ambition for the Arc is to build a better economic, social and environmental future for the
area. There is an opportunity to make the Arc an even more beautiful place to live, work and
visit, by making high-quality, well-connected and sustainable communities.

An OxCam Arc Spatial Framework is being prepared which will provide a long-term strategic
plan to help coordinate the infrastructure, environment and new developments in the area
up to 2050. When finalised it will become part of government planning policy alongside the

14
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National Planning Policy Framework.

The Government held a 12 week consultation which closed on 12 October 2021 seeking
views on the vision for the Arc. The Government plan to follow this with further consultations,
on policy options in Spring 2022, and the draft spatial framework in Autumn 2022 prior to its
final publication in 2023.

We do not know the outcome of the OxCam framework at this point. We hope that by
developing our own clear and positive vision for the future of the area we will be able to
shape the proposals.

1.3 Our plan-making journey

This
consultation

First Proposals { shir g
(preferred options) : A 4
I k i consultation z.: [ | ’%\ B |
i L x\
[ | W i A '# & [
1 1 1 1 | | | |
4 ‘First N/, Publication ol\ % 4 Draft Plan N Proposed N submission ) f;_ i \
C°"V9f93‘[°“' initial evidence consultation Submission plan to Secretary and adoption
consultation base findings consultation of State

(Issues and options)

Figure 3: Timetable for the Greater Cambridge Local Plan

The diagram above shows the outline timetable that is included in the adopted Greater
Cambridge Local Development Scheme. The Local Development Scheme is a document
we are required to produce which sets out our plan making timetable. At each stage we
will check that the process is moving forward positively towards a new Local Plan and, if
necessary, we will adjust the timetable.

Our plan making journey started back in 2019 with a series of workshops with elected
members, residents groups, landowners/developers, and other stakeholders about issues
and themes that would be important to the Plan.

In early 2020 we held a six week public consultation called the First Conversation. This set
out issues under seven themes, and posed a series of questions about how they should be
addressed in the new Local Plan. During the consultation period, extensive outreach and
communications activities took place in order to engage our communities as fully as possible.
This includes using social media to spread awareness of the consultation, pop-up events
across the area, and the Big Debate event that we held at the Cambridge Corn Exchange.

We received a large amount of feedback through the various communication channels. In
July 2020 we published the feedback and comments we received, and the full results can be

15
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found on the Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service website. This included all the site
suggested to us through the ‘call for sites’ which formed part of the consultation.

In November 2020 we published the findings of initial expert assessments of a range

of broad spatial locations and growth level options. You can read the findings, including the
Development Strategy Options Summary Report, in the Document Library. We also held
another series of workshops with key stakeholders to explore these findings.

We have produced a Consultation Statement which provides more information on the
consultation we have carried out so far, and how we have taken feedback into account. We
will update this at each stage of plan making.

1.4 The purpose of the First Proposals
(preferred options) stage

The First Proposals (preferred options) stage is the next major step in our plan making
journey. It sets out our preferred approach to the level of growth that should be planned

for, and where it should be planned. It also highlights that there remains uncertainty about
delivery of water infrastructure needed to support new growth, and how this could impact of
the timing of developments proposed.

It describes the planning policies we propose to prepare that would shape development and
guide planning decisions. It sets out why we have identified these approaches against the
alternatives available.

The purpose of the consultation is to invite responses to these proposals from residents and
businesses as well as stakeholders and other organisations. We want to hear your views
before we develop the approaches into detailed planning policies. In particular we would like
your feedback on:

®  The emerging development strategy
®  The direction of travel for policies
B |ssues we should be considering as policies are prepared

In legal terms, this consultation forms part of our consultation under Regulation 18 of the
Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012.

16
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1.5 What happens after the First
Proposals (preferred options) stage?

We hope to receive a wide range of feedback, including from individuals, communities,
businesses, academic institutions and stakeholders during this consultation on the options
identified. All the comments received during the consultation will be analysed and a summary
report produced and published on our websites.

This feedback will be invaluable as we start to draft the Local Plan itself.

We are still working on and refining evidence to inform the draft plan. This process will
continue over the coming months. This includes further consideration of water resource
availability to support the delivery timetable of the developments proposed, and the potential
implications for the plan. More information on this can be found in the strategy section.

Our current Local Development Scheme sets out that in 2022 we will publish the draft

Local Plan and all evidence supporting the plan for public consultation, allowing people to
comment of the fully detailed policies and allocation proposals. We will keep this timetable
under review and this may be revised dependent on a number of factors including evidence,
comments received through consultation, progress on key infrastructure and the OxCam Arc
spatial framework.

The later stages of the timetable may also depend on the timetable of the Development
Consent Order proposals for the Cambridge Waste Water Treatment Plant Relocation
Project. This is because we need to have evidence whether the North East Cambridge
proposals (see Strategy, SINEC) that form a key part of the development strategy are
deliverable, so we will need to understand the outcome of this process.

In 2024 the Councils expect publish the plan they intend to submit to the Secretary of State
for adoption. Representations made at that stage will be considered by the independent
Inspector at an Examination of the plan. The inspector will prepare a report, and consider if
the plan is sound and can be adopted.

This process may be affected by changes to the planning system being considered by the
government. They published a White Paper in 2020 called Planning for our Future which
proposed significant changes to what local plans would cover and how they would be
prepared. We do not yet know the outcome of this consultation.

Further updates of the timetable will be published on our website in our Local Development
Scheme.

17
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1.6 The structure of the new Local Plan

CLIMATE %)
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Our Local Plan must provide a positive vision for the future of Greater Cambridge. The

aim is simple: to ensure sustainable development. Sustainable development has three
strands - social, economic and environmental. It means meeting the needs of the present
population without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. To
properly reflect the three strands of sustainable development, we must plan for homes, jobs
and supporting infrastructure (transport, utilities, services and facilities) in the right places,
alongside protecting and enhancing the environment. In order to achieve this, we will need to
balance many competing priorities and issues.

In the First Conversation we proposed that the plan be structured around four ‘big themes’

18
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that will influence how homes, jobs and infrastructure are planned. We received lots of
feedback on all of these, but the majority of respondents supported the approach. We
therefore continue to use them to shape the plan.

In addition to the themes, the First Proposals consultation includes the strategy that the plan
is proposing, which has been influenced by all of the themes and sets out the development
strategy and the proposed policies and sites that are proposed to meet our needs in Great
Cambridge to 2041 and beyond.

1.7 Evidence informing the new
Local Plan

Preparing a Local Plan requires gathering the appropriate level of evidence to inform the
preparation of the plan, as required by national policy.

In November 2020 we published initial evidence base findings and development strateqy
options assessments. This evidence explored a range of broad spatial locations and growth

level options.

A range of further evidence studies have now been published to accompany the First
Proposals consultation. A full evidence list is included in appendix XX of this document.

Sustainability Appraisal

A key role of the planning system is to contribute to sustainable development. Each stage of
plan making will be accompanied by a Sustainability Appraisal. The aim of this process is to
test the options and policies being considered by identifying potential positive and negative
social, economic and environmental impacts, and highlighting opportunities to improve the
plan.

As part of the First Conversation we consulted on a Scoping Report, which sets out our
approach to the appraisal of the plan, along with an initial Sustainability Appraisal of the
Issues and Options identified. Comments on these documents have been taken into account
and responded to.

The First Proposals have been subject to sustainability appraisal, and this has been
published to accompany the consultation. This explores the sustainability of the preferred
options in the First Proposals and reasonable alternatives. We would welcome comments on
the Sustainability Appraisal as part of this consultation.
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2. Greater Cambridge in 2041

[

Our vision

We want Greater Cambridge to be a place where a big decrease in our climate impacts
comes with a big increase in the quality of everyday life for all our communities. New
development must reduce carbon emissions and reliance on the private car; create thriving
neighbourhoods with the variety of jobs and homes we need; increase nature, wildlife and
green spaces; and safeguard our unique heritage and landscapes.

Our Plan takes inspiration from what is unique about our area, and embraces the bold new
approaches that will help us achieve this vision.

Our aims

Our aims for this plan are:

B Climate change: Help Greater Cambridge transition to net zero carbon by 2050,
by ensuring that development is sited in places that help to limit carbon emissions, is
designed to the highest achievable standards for energy and water use, and is resilient
to current and future climate risks.

B Biodiversity and green spaces: Increase and improve our network of habitats
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for wildlife, and green spaces for people, ensuring that development leaves the natural
environment better than it was before.

®  Wellbeing and social inclusion: Help people in Greater Cambridge to lead
healthier and happier lives, ensuring that everyone benefits from the development of new
homes and jobs.

B  Great places: Sustain the unique character of Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire,
and complement it with beautiful and distinctive development, creating a place where
people want to live, work and play.

®  Jobs: Encourage a flourishing and mixed economy in Greater Cambridge which
includes a wide range of jobs, while maintaining our area’s global reputation for
innovation.

® Homes: Plan for enough housing to meet our needs, including significant quantities of
housing that is affordable to rent and buy, and different kinds of homes to suit our diverse
communities.

® Infrastructure: Plan for transport, water, energy and digital networks; and health,
education and cultural facilities; in the right places and built at the right times to serve our
growing communities.

These aims expand on the themes for this plan, and have informed decisions regarding the
spatial strategy, and future policies. We have aligned these aims with the principles in the
National Planning Policy Framework, and the Greater Cambridge Local Plan Sustainability
Appraisal objectives.
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2.1 How much development, and where?
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Figure 4: Illustrative map showing locations of proposed new development

Greater Cambridge has a strong and nationally important economy. Over recent years, jobs
have been created faster than new homes have been built, and this has contributed to higher
house prices and increased commuting into the area. Our new development strategy aims to
meet our increased need for new homes in a way that minimises our environmental impacts
and improves the wellbeing of our communities.

We anticipate than an average of 1,771 homes per year will be built in our area during

the Plan period. Our evidence shows that we need to plan for about 550 more homes per
year in order to meet our need for housing. Our strategy proposes 19 additional sites for
development, along with sites already in our adopted 2018 Local Plans, in order to meet
this housing need. Alongside this we will plan for the business space, supporting community
facilities, green spaces and infrastructure to meet the needs of our growing communities.
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We propose to direct development to where it has the least climate impact, where active and
public transport is the natural choice, where green infrastructure can be delivered alongside
new development, and where jobs, services and facilities can be located near to where
people live.

Our vision is for the well known characteristics of the historic core of Cambridge to be
complemented by active, compact neighbourhoods — new and old. This means providing
opportunities to regenerate areas that aren’t yet reaching their potential, and creating new
city neighbourhoods which have the critical mass of homes, jobs and services to create
thriving communities, making best use of brownfield and safeguarded land.

Alongside this, we want our new towns to mature into great places to live and work, making
the most of their existing and planned public transport links to Cambridge and other centres.
In the case of Cambourne, East-West Rail means that it will be one of the best-connected
places in our region, and whilst things like the location of the new station are yet to be
resolved, we do think it can develop into a more substantial town with a more fully developed
and lively centre.

We want our rural villages to continue to thrive and sustain their local services, but we don’t
want to encourage lots of new homes in places where car travel is the easiest or only way to
get around. We therefore propose some development in and around larger villages that have
good transport links and services, and to support important employment clusters. In smaller
villages, we’ll continue to support infill development and affordable housing on suitable sites,
but we do not propose lots of village growth.

Policies in this section:
Policy S/JH: New jobs and homes

Policy S/DS: Development strategy
Policy S/SH: Settlement hierarchy

Policy S/DF: Development frameworks

Topic Paper

Further information on the policy areas, including their national, regional and local context,
and further information on the evidence that has informed the proposed policy direction, can
be found in the topic paper which accompanies this theme:

Greater Cambridge Local Plan: Topic paper 1: Strategy
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Policy S/JH: New jobs and homes
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Figure 5: Infographic showing objectively assessed needs, 2020 to 2041

What will this policy do?

This policy will set out the level of needs in Greater Cambridge that development will meet
over the plan period of 2020-2041, for jobs, homes, and accommodation for gypsies and
travellers and travelling showpeople.

Proposed policy direction

We propose that the new Local Plan will meet the following objectively assessed needs for
development in the period 2020-2041:

® 58,500 jobs
® 44,400 homes, reflecting an annual objectively assessed need of 2,111 homes per year,
which is rounded for the plan.

The homes will include all types, sizes and tenures of market and affordable homes, pitches
for gypsy and travellers, plots for travelling showpeople, pitches for others residing in
caravans, and residential moorings. Evidence identifying the requirements for pitches, plots
and moorings will be completed ahead of the draft plan consultation.

The policy will also set out the approach to identifying neighbourhood plan housing targets
for existing or new designated neighbourhood areas. These targets will not form part of the
homes figure to be met by new allocations. Instead, the proposed approach would apportion
a share of the housing windfall figures (considering Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire
separately) according to the neighbourhood area’s share of the relevant district’s total
population.
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Why is this policy needed?

National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 11 requires that plans should provide for
objectively assessed needs for housing and other uses. This policy only deals with housing

and employment needs. Policies within the other themes address the critical infrastructure
required to support these homes and jobs, including utilities such as water and power (Policy
CC/WE, I/El), community, sports and leisure facilities (policy WS/CF), green infrastructure
(policy BG/GI), open spaces (policy BG/EO), and other infrastructure including transport
(policy I/ID).

Jobs and homes

For housing, National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 60 says that Local

Plans should support the Government’s objective of significantly boosting the supply

of homes, providing, as a minimum, the number of homes informed by a local housing
need assessment, using the standard method in national planning quidance. National
guidance says that there will be circumstances where it is appropriate to consider whether
actual housing need is higher than that indicated by the standard method.

For jobs, National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 81 requires plans to support
economic growth and productivity. The continuing strength of the Greater Cambridge

economy and its national importance provides justification for exploring higher employment
and related housing figures. The Centre for Cities (March 2021) describes Cambridge as
one of the most important research and innovation-led employment hubs in the UK. In recent
years, it states, the city started from a strong, well-educated employment base and moved
from strength to strength.

Responding to evidence of recent fast jobs growth and the resulting implications for housing

demand highlighted in the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Independent Economic

Review, we commissioned the Greater Cambridge Employment Land and Economic
Development Evidence Study (November 2020). This Study provides a detailed

understanding of potential future employment change for all jobs in the area, including
exploring the key sectors that drive employment growth in the Greater Cambridge area.

It concludes that the most likely future level of jobs growth, taking into account long term
patterns of employment including recent fast growth in key sectors that perform particularly
strongly in the Greater Cambridge area, is for 58,500 jobs between 2020 and 2041. This
was the medium growth level from our strategic options that we published in November
2020 (called the central level in our Employment Land and Economic Development Evidence
Study).

We consider that we should plan for this forecast of the most likely level of new jobs. We
are however mindful that the Study also identified a higher growth forecast, placing greater
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weight on fast growth in the recent past, particularly in key sectors, and that it suggested
providing flexibility in employment land in case the market delivers more jobs than
anticipated, which is addressed later.

In parallel with the Employment Land and Economic Development Evidence Study we
commissioned the Greater Cambridge Housing and Employment Relationships Report

to understand the relationship between future jobs and housing growth. These studies found
that planning for the standard method housing figure set by government would not support

the number of jobs expected to arise between 2020 and 2041. Planning for this housing figure
would risk increasing the amount of longer distance commuting into Greater Cambridge, with the
resulting impacts on climate change and congestion.

We consider that our objectively assessed need for housing for 2020-2041 is the number
associated with the most likely future level of jobs: this is a figure of 44,400 homes. This
assumes that all the additional homes generated by forecast jobs above those supported by
the Standard Method will be provided in full within Greater Cambridge.

Our housing and jobs evidence are based upon pre-COVID-19 data. We know that
COVID-19 is continuing to have a very significant impact on many aspects of our lives,
including on where and how we live and work, and that this is likely to have implications

for long term planning. However, at this time it is very difficult to estimate the long-term
effects. We have considered at an initial high-level the potential impacts of COVID-19 on the
economy of Greater Cambridge, to inform this Preferred Options consultation. Evidence will
be prepared to consider the potential longer-term quantitative impacts of COVID-19 prior

to the Draft Plan stage to ensure that we understand any implications for the objectively
assessed need for jobs and homes for the plan.

In establishing the amount of housing to be planned for, national policy requires us to take
into account any needs that cannot be met within neighbouring areas, as well as needs
arising in Greater Cambridge. At this point in the plan making process no neighbouring
authorities have asked us to consider taking some of their housing need. Equally, we are not
currently asking neighbouring authorities to take any of our own needs.

Gypsies and travellers, travelling showpeople, caravan dwellers
and residential moorings

Greater Cambridge has a large Gypsy and Traveller community. We are required to identify
and plan for the accommodation needs of gypsies and travellers, travelling showpeople,
others residing in caravans and boat dwellers. A Joint Accommodation Needs Assessment
for Gypsies, Travellers, Travelling Showmen and Bargee Travellers and other Caravan and
Houseboat Dwellers has been commissioned with authorities in Cambridgeshire and parts
of Norfolk and Suffolk. The outcome has been delayed by coronavirus lockdowns and social
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distancing measures, and the study is now expected to report at the end of 2021. The draft
plan stage will identify the number of pitches and plots, and residential moorings, that we will
be planning for, and how we will meet that need.

Neighbourhood Plan housing targets

National policy requires that Local Plans should set out a housing requirement for designated
neighbourhood areas — places where communities are actively preparing neighbourhood
plans. We currently apply the proposed approach on an informal basis to identify indicative
housing requirements for designated areas, and we propose to formalise this approach

by including it within the Local Plan. This proposed approach sees neighbourhood plans
contributing to meeting the number of homes we expect to come forward across the area
during the plan period on windfall sites — sites not specifically identified in the local plan - and
provides local communities with the opportunity to influence where such development goes.
As such we are not relying on neighbourhood areas providing additional homes to meet our
requirement.

What consultation have we done on this issue?

A majority of responses (49%) to the relevant First Conversation question (Q32) agreed that
we should plan for a higher number of homes than the minimum required by government,

to provide flexibility to support the growing economy. Views varied with some stating

that we should plan for no new development, and others stating that we should plan for
government’s standard method local housing need, and others for higher figures. Many
comments highlighted the potential negative impacts of growth, but also that if development
is to come it needs to mitigate its impacts on issues such as climate and biodiversity, in
particular by the location and design of development.

Discussion during the Autumn 2020 workshops considering the Strategic Spatial Options
evidence identified that there is general consensus about there being a strong relationship
between homes and jobs. Views varied between those stating that we should plan for no

or low growth, and those stating we should plan for the higher jobs growth scenario. Many
stakeholders raised concern that the maximum growth levels forecast could be undeliverable
due to the issues with water supply across Greater Cambridge. It was acknowledged that
delivery of the water infrastructure required to prevent further deterioration of local chalk
aquifers was potentially a ‘deal-breaker’ within the timescales of the Local Plan.

In the First Conversation consultation we also asked for comments on the then proposed
approach of planning to 2040. Most responses supported this approach, with some
suggesting a longer end date of 2050. Some comments queried the then proposed start date
of 2017, which had been derived based on the availability of historic data at the time of the
First Conversation. The Preferred Option includes a plan period of 2020-2041, bringing the
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start date to a point now reflecting the latest data, and an end date of 2041 to ensure we
meet the national policy requirement for plans to look ahead over a minimum 15 year period
from adoption.

What alternatives did we consider?

1. Planning for the higher jobs forecast and level of homes associated with it. This alternative
was rejected as this higher jobs forecast could be possible, but is not the most likely future
scenario. As such we do not consider that it represents our objectively assessed need, and
would therefore not be a reasonable alternative.

2. Planning for the government’s standard method local housing need figure. This alternative
was rejected as it would not support the most likely forecast for future jobs. As such we do
not consider that it represents our objectively assessed need, and would therefore not be a
reasonable alternative. Failure to reflect that likely level of growth, would lead to increased
commuting into the area (with consequent impacts on quality of life, wellbeing and carbon
emissions objectives for the plan).

Supporting topic paper and evidence studies
Greater Cambridge Local Plan: Topic paper 1: Strategy

Greater Cambridge Employment Land Review & Economic Development Evidence Base
(2020)

Greater Cambridge Housing & Employment Relationships Report, November 2020

Existing policies in adopted 2018 Local Plans

South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2018

®  Policy S/5: Provision of New Jobs and Homes

Cambridge Local Plan 2018

®  Policy 2: Spatial strategy for the location of employment development
®m  Policy 3: Spatial strategy for the location of residential development
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Policy S/DS: Development strategy
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Figure 6: Map showing proposed sites to be included in the Plan

What will this policy do?

Set out the proposed strategy for the pattern, scale and design quality of places created in
Greater Cambridge, not only for the plan period but beyond to 2050. It will set out where the
homes and jobs identified in S/JH: New Jobs and Homes should be provided, in order to

meet the vision and aims of the Local Plan.

Proposed policy direction

The proposed development strategy for Greater Cambridge is to direct development to
where it has the least climate impact, where active and public transport is the natural

choice, where green infrastructure can be delivered alongside new development, and where

jobs, services and facilities can be located near to where people live, whilst ensuring all
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necessary utilities can be provided in a sustainable way. It also seeks to be realistic around
the locational limits of some new jobs floorspace which is centred upon national and global
economic clusters.

We propose to reinforce the distinctive character of our city, towns and villages through
developing sites that can be well-integrated with existing communities. Using less land for
development reduces our carbon emissions, and allows more space for nature and wildlife,
SO we propose that sites should be developed at densities, and using appropriate forms
and patterns of development, which make best use of land while creating well-designed,
characterful places.

The proposed development strategy takes up opportunities to use brownfield land and
responds to opportunities created by proposed major new infrastructure. We propose
to meet our housing and jobs needs by taking account of existing planning permissions
alongside a limited number of new sites in the most sustainable locations.

Within the city of Cambridge our strategy proposes:

®  North East Cambridge — a compact city district on brownfield land already identified for
development, including a mix of jobs and homes;

B The University Innovation District centred on West Cambridge/Eddington — supporting
the continued development of this area, including encouraging a mix of uses to create a
vibrant campus;

®  Smaller new sites for housing and employment well-integrated with existing
neighbourhoods;

®  Continuing existing sites and areas of major change allocated in the previous plan that
we still expect to be delivered;

®  Continuing existing opportunity areas and identifying new ones;

®  Windfall development — an allowance for homes on unallocated land, which would be
consistent with the other policy requirements in the Plan.

On the edge of Cambridge we propose:

®  Cambridge East — a new mixed-use district on the existing safeguarded land at
Cambridge Airport;

®  Supporting the nationally important Cambridge Biomedical Campus, including through a
limited release of land from the Green Belt;

®  Using land more effectively at North West Cambridge through intensifying development
within the existing boundary of the site;

®  Continuing development at existing strategic sites allocated in previous plans, for
example at Darwin Green.
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For our new settlements, we propose:

®  Evolving and expanding Cambourne into a vibrant town alongside the development of
the new East West Rail station, which will make it one of the best connected